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Welcome to the December issue 
of Property News!

The countdown to Christmas 
has begun: the present buying 
is underway, menus are being 
planned and diaries start to 
become full with social gathering 
reminders.

They say Christmas is the most 
wonderful time of the year and 
in this issue we give you plenty 
of tips and ideas to help ensure 
that your celebrations are truly 
wonderful – and a success. Inside 
are lots of features to get you 
into the Christmas spirit including 
a review of Christmas markets, 
ideas on gift buying and a yummy 
Christmas recipe which is perfect 
if you’re short on time.

With the advent of Christmas 
also comes the colder weather. 
Inside we give top tips on winter 
proofing your home to keep 
yourself warm and avoid any 
emergency call outs. And once 
your house is winter proofed, 
make sure you winter proof the 
family too with this season’s 
must-have – a winter coat. On 
pages 10-11 we give inspiration 
for all the family – including the 
family pet!

All of us here would like to wish 
you all the best for the festive 
season and we hope you enjoy 
reading this issue!

Linda McKeown
Editor

Hello 
from 

the 
Editor!

Having your boiler break down 
amidst an unexpected snow 

storm and having ice cold drafts 
creep into your home, may 
ultimately mean that you’ll be paying 
unnecessarily high sums of money 
for replacements and maintenance to 
keep your property warm.

Checking for missing tiles on the 
roof plays an important part in 
preventing damp or leaks coming 
into the home. If you have already 

Winter-proof
Having something go wrong 
in your home can be both 
very costly and inconvenient, 
especially during winter. So 
here are some of the most 
important things to keep in 
mind when preparing your 
home for the colder weather

your home
Winter-proof

A boiler check is 
perhaps one of the 

most crucial things you 
can do in preparation 
for the cold months



detected leaking, it may merely be 
a slipped tile. If the tile has come 
off entirely, however, it should be 
replaced quickly to prevent water 
from penetrating the felt underneath, 
and to avoid more tiles being 
dislodged in high winds.

The winter time is precisely when 
you’ll be relying on a good and 
sustainable chimney, and it’s the 
accumulation of soot which can 
potentially fuel a chimney fire that 
may damage the chimney and even 
spread to the roof and throughout 
the home. Sweeping the chimney to 
get rid of these threats can prevent 
this from happening. A ‘creosote log’ 
contains a chemical which eats away 
at soot, so this is also a good shout. 
Just pop it on an open fire and it will 
work to break down the soot on your 
chimney walls.

A boiler check is perhaps one of 
the most crucial things you can do 
in preparation for the cold months. 
Firstly, it’s important to know how 
your boiler works, with regards to 
knowing what all the buttons mean 
and what they do. This can help 
prevent any confusion later down the 
line if there is a problem.

It’s also advised to thaw your pipes. 
Most combination boilers have a 
condensate pipe which runs outside 
the house, and these are prone to 
freezing, which could prevent the 
boiler from working. If you find it 
is frozen, turn your system off and 

defrost the pipe gently with 
a hairdryer or hot water. Boilers can 
also stop working if there is a drop 
in pressure. If the pressure gauge on 
the boiler shows it’s too low, check 
to see if there’s an interference to the 
mains supply in your area.

Also check your pipes and radiators 
for leaks. Furthermore, bleeding the 
radiators can ensure that they will 
be working at full capacity – and in 
harmony with your boiler.

There are a range of different options 
on which to rely to prevent the seals 
on the doors and windows letting in 
cold air. You could consider applying 
a removable polyurethane film called 
Frost King on the inside of your 
windowpanes, which will shrink and 
be pulled tight if you apply warm 
air from a hairdryer to it afterwards. 
Sealing the gaps and cracks in your 
foundation and walls is also advised 
to keep the cold out.

Changing your furnace filter can 
save you a lot of money, since dirty 
filters make the heating, ventilation 
and air-conditioning system work 
too hard, resulting in shortening its 
life. The more dirt and particles that 
make their way into the filter, the less 
efficient it becomes.

When water pipes are exposed to 
cold temperatures either outdoors, 
underground or in a crawl space, 
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Disasters such as burst pipes 
and water leaks are reasons why 
you need to make sure you are 
insured and covered for winter

you can protect them from freezing 
by wrapping them with heat tape. 
Heating tape is actually a cord or 
heat cable with encased electrical 
wire that when plugged in regulates 
the temperature around plastic or 
metal pipes. While heat tapes will 
prevent pipes from freezing, they are, 
however, not a perfect solution. They 
must be installed properly to prevent 
potential fires and not all types of 
heat tape can be used on plastic 
pipes because they may cause them 
to melt.

Disasters such as burst pipes and 
water leaks are reasons why you 
need to make sure you are insured 
and covered for winter.

Home, buildings and contents 
insurance will cover you for a whole 
host of potential problems, and will 
keep you secure and looked-after: 
which is something we all want 
for the colder months! The very 
structure of your home, including 
your walls, windows and roof, and 
permanent fixtures and fittings such 
as baths, toilets and fitted kitchens, 
will all be covered by buildings 
insurance, with contents insurance 
covering the possessions within your 
home. Home insurance protects you 
against damage caused by a number 
of unforeseen events, including 
flooding, fire and explosions, and also 
covers you for theft.

Don't let your property be left out in the cold: talk 
to us now about our unique marketing products



‘Tis the season for
Selling and Buying
At this time of year, people looking at selling or buying a home 
can get the winter blues, but recent figures show that there is 
no better time than the festive season to go for the big move

In 2015, Rightmove revealed a significant increase 
of traffic to their website between Christmas day 

and New Year’s from previous years.

A whopping 14 million page views were recorded 
on Christmas day, and 100,000 people took time 
away from their festivities to email agents.

The Christmas period is often seen as a quiet 
time on the property market, so people wait 
until the new year comes around. However, those 
presumptions are not always true, and putting 
your property up early can prove rewarding. 
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Most people looking to 
purchase a house over the 
Christmas period will want 

to be moved in before 
the new year begins, so 
selling at this time can 

prove to be quicker than 
any other time of year

No other estate agent in your area can give you 
your own FREE personalised property website



Looking to sell? Put your house on 
the market before January
January sees a surge of properties on the market, 
increasing competition, making it easier to sell your home. 
Less competition is perfect for you as the seller, especially 
if there are prospective buyers out there looking for a 
quick purchase ready for the new year. Getting your home 
sold early during the festive period will not only save you 
time, but it will help you relax over the holidays.

House hunters who have taken time out of their Christmas 
holidays to view houses, are likely to be serious buyers 
who are looking to quickly find a home. Most people 
looking to purchase a house over the Christmas period 
will want to be moved in before the new year begins, so 
selling at this time can prove to be more beneficial than 
any other time of year.

When selling a property, it helps to clear our clutter. 
However, this doesn’t mean that you must have an empty 
house over Christmas. Utilise your storage space to hide 
away any furniture, and make sure that you only keep the 
essentials in the home. Making other arrangements for 
Christmas lunch will avoid having extra tables and chairs 
in the house, and of course, the washing up!

You can still decorate your house over Christmas, but 
ensure you match it to your colour scheme, and don’t 
cover up or hide any selling features. Instead of a large 
tree, a small table-top tree will add some festiveness, 
without overcrowding the room. House hunters will be 
imagining their furniture in your home, and excessive 
Christmas decorations could hide a room’s potential.

Looking to buy?
The figures from Rightmove prove that people 
can browse homes online anytime, anywhere. 

Imagine relaxing on Christmas day, knowing 
you don’t need to worry about your house 
move, and you can start the new year in a 

stress-free way.

You may have put ‘new house’ right 
at the top of your Christmas list, and 
there is no reason why you can’t be 

moved in to enjoy your first Christmas 
in your new home. The seller, like you, 

will be looking for a quick and smooth 
sale. With both parties pushing for a 
quick sale, you could be looking at a 

significantly easier and smoother move.

The colder and darker months may put 
people off going on house visits, meaning less 

competition and less ‘open houses’, which 
could mean less pressure to buy straight away, 

providing a more relaxed way to buy a 
home. This could ultimately lead to 

a great chance to negotiate a 
price to suit you both.

And for those who buy 
to let, you will have ample 
time to prepare for one of 

the busiest rental periods of 
the year – January!

As the festive season is fast 
approaching, time is of the essence for 
anyone looking at selling or buying in 
time for Christmas day. However, there 
is still a window of opportunity, and 
we have some handy tips to ensure 
your move can be achieved in time.

Keep your decorations simple
We all like decorations at Christmas. 
However, too many decorations may 
put off potential buyers. Likewise, if 
you’re looking to buy, then you don’t 
want to give yourself more things to 
pack and move to your new home.

Appoint a solicitor 
This is essential for a quick move. Speak 
to us for help on appointing the right 
solicitor. You don’t want to jeopardise 
your big move before Christmas.

Be prepared
At this time of year businesses are out 
of action at different times. So, ensure 
you book all the essential companies, 
such as removal companies, you need 
for the big move.

Gardening
A well presented garden can help sell 
a house. So, if you’ve deserted your 
flowers since the end of summer, spruce 
it with some simple maintenance. 
For example, pick out any weeds or 
overgrown shrubs.

Be flexible
Around Christmas time, people tend 
to be busy, so if somebody offers you 
a house viewing late in the evening, or 
on a weekend, try your best to say yes. 
The sooner the house visit, the sooner 
the sale can move onto the next stage.
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Getting your home sold 
early during the festive 
period will not only save 

you time, but it will help you 
relax over the holidays

for buying and selling
Top tips 



Comedy Night for Two
Treat yourself and your other half to an evening of top class 
entertainment with this Comedy Night Ticket for Two. You’ll 
be able to pick from a range of comedy nights across the UK, 
including locations in London, Birmingham and Nottingham. 
Includes entrance for two to a Comedy Night, after-show party 
and experience gift pack including personalised voucher and 
message card.

£15 at Virgin Experience Days

The ONE Bauble Gift Set 
Blended Whiskey
If you’re looking for something a bit 
different for him, how about this 
Whiskey Spirit of Christmas Bauble Gift 
Set? You can even hang them on the 
tree until you’re ready to savour them!

£34.99 at Firebox.com

Personalised Men’s Gift
This handmade wooden Docking 
Station is a great gift idea. It 
features a unique design and is 
easy to use as a charging station. 
Consisting of two parts, simply 
insert them into each other, and 
he’ll be ready to go! Cut from 
high-quality birch plywood.

£46.66 at Etsy.com/uk

A Box of Dates
Now there will be no excuses not to get out on 

those date nights with your other half! This luxury 
branded box contains 52 envelopes featuring date 
night ideas. That means every week of 2018 you’ll 
have inspiration to make the most of your quality 

time together. One of our favourites!

£26 by A Year of Dates at 
notonthehighstreet.com

Christmas is drawing ever closer, so 
make sure you are prepared with your 
gift buying. Here we feature a selection 
of ideas to help you on your way

for all the family
Gift inspiration

For 
Him



Large Chocolate Hamper
A gift of chocolate always goes down 
well and this carefully curated collection 
is bursting with many of Hotel Chocolat’s 
best-loved recipes. It’s the perfect way 
to spoil a loved one.

£35 at Hotel Chocolat

Clarins 12 Days of 
Christmas Calendar
For any beauty addict or Clarins 
fan, this '12 Day' advent calendar 
is the perfect gift (or perhaps 
a Christmas treat for yourself!) 
Contains a selection of beauty 
products including Supra Volume 
Mascara in Black, Instant Light 
Natural Lip Perfector, One-Step 
Exfoliating Cleanser, SOS Hydra 
Mask, Hand & Nail Treatment 
Cream, Eau Dynamisante Candle, 
plus so much more!

£54 at Debenhams

Bath Caddy
Perfect for her (or for him for 
that matter) is this handmade 
bath caddy. Coated with a 
waterproof stain and made to 
order, it’s an ideal gift for those 
who like to lie back and relax 
while having a soak in the bath. 
Go on, you know you want it!

£25 from Rusticretrofurniture 
at Etsy.com

Ted Baker Rose Plating Sinaa Crystal Stud Earrings
What could be more timeless than a pair of understated crystal studs? 
These versatile and pretty earrings are stylish enough to wear every day 
and are we’re sure that they will be the perfect gift for any jewellery love.

£25 at Goldsmiths

Personalised Family Portrait Print
Find it hard to get the whole family together for the perfect 

family picture? Well then this could be the perfect gift for 
you! Simply select each family member's stick figure outline, 

personalise the clothing colours, expressions and hair, then 

update your preview to see your family portrait!

From £20 at Posterhaste

For 
HerGift inspiration

Our gift to you this Christmas.... your very own, free, 
property website to share with family & friends



Nerf Nitro Longshot Smash from Hasbro
It’s topped the list from the Toy Retailers Association 
as the most sought-after toy this Christmas, but just 
what is it? Kids can design their own stunts and fire 

foam cars with high-performing Nerf blasters. Set 
includes two foam cars and a long-jump ramp for 

long-distance jumping challenges.

£19.99 at Argos

FurReal Roarin’ Tyler from Hasbro
Another toy making it onto the Toy Retailers 

Association’s list this year is the FurReal Roarin’ 
Tyler from Hasbro. When the kids roar or make 

sounds at him, he will roar back! With 100+ 
responding sound and motion combinations. 

Featuring soft fur and moveable back legs. 

£99.99 at Smyths Toys

L.O.L. Surprise Series 2 
from MGA Entertainment
Number 8 on this year’s hot 
list is this L.O.L. Surprise! doll. 
There are seven layers of fun 
wrapped around every doll, 
including a secret message 
sticker, a collectible sticker 
sheet, a charm, shoes, an outfit, 
and an accessory, as well as 
the doll itself. After unwrapping 
you can then feed or bathe 
your baby for an additional 
water surprise!

£9.99 at Smyths Toys

Fish And Fortune Cookie 
Sushi Box Cat Toy
This is a must-have for 
seriously pampered cats. 
Generously filled only with 
Canadian catnip; no other 
form of wadding is used in 
their production. Most cats 
(but not all) react to the 
smell of catnip and enjoy a 
mad 10-15 minutes playing 
with the toy. Handmade 
using felt, ribbon and 
Canadian catnip.

£15 by Freak MEOWt on 
notonthehighstreet.com

Pedigree Christmas Stocking
(Pack of 2)
Stockings are a must-have for 
all – so make sure your pooch 
gets in on the fun too with this 
Pedigree Christmas Stocking. 
With Pedigree Rodeo with 
Chicken; Pedigree Schmackos 
with Chicken, with Fresh Meat 
and Pedigree Cheesy Bites. 
Use within 14 days of opening.

£8.77 at Amazon

1. Nerf Nitro Longshot Smash from Hasbro
2. Star Wars: BB-8 from LEGO Company Ltd
3. Toilet Trouble from Hasbro
4. Enchantimals Playhouse Panda Set from Mattel
5. FurReal Roarin’ Tyler from Hasbro
6. Fingerlings from Jazwares
7. Laser X - 2 Player Pack fromCharacter Options
8. L.O.L. Surprise Series 2 from MGAEntertainment
9. Hatchimals Surprise from Spin Master Toys UK Ltd
10. Paw Patrol Sea Patroller from Spin Master Toys UK Ltd
11. PJ Masks Headquarters Playset from Flair Leisure Products Plc
12. The Original Stretch Armstrong from Character Options

Top gifts 
for kids!

Each year the Toy Retailers 
Association publishes a list 
of the most sought-after 
toys of the season. Here 
are this year’s top 12!

For 
Pets

For 
Kids
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Lewis Hamilton  accelerates to victory in the 
Formula One Drivers’

Image source: sportstalk24.com

Being the highest class of single-seat auto racing around, 
Formula One dazzles us every year with breath-taking 
cars, elegantly-designed tracks, and ground-breaking 
speeds. A speed of just over two hundred and thirty one 
miles per hour was achieved by Juan Pablo Montoya for 
McLaren-Mercedes back in 2005, and although this didn’t 
quite break the sound barrier, it certainly did break the 
records. With the 2017 cars being twenty miles an hour 
quicker than the previous year’s, we were in for a real treat.

British dominance in Formula One
Following Mike Hawthorne’s Formula One Drivers’ 
Championship title win in 1958, and with the great Stirling 
Moss’ constant success mainly throughout the fifties, 
an era of British dominance was ushered into the sport. 
Between 1962 and 1973, British and Commonwealth 
drivers won nine Drivers’ 
Championships and British 
teams won ten Constructors’ 
Championship titles.

Moving into the modern 
day, Lewis Hamilton, born in 
Hertfordshire, England, and 
currently of the Mercedes 
team, is often considered 
the best driver of his 

generation, and widely regarded as one of the greatest 
Formula One drivers of all time. He won the 2017 World 
Championship title, with three hundred and thirty three 
points, nine wins and twelve podiums. Having now won 
four titles altogether, he is now a member of that exclusive 
group of drivers who have won the title three times or 
more, although Hamilton achieved this back in 2015 which 
was his third title win.

Hamilton’s journey to the top
Hamilton got off to an imperfect start with the 2017 
opener in Australia, finishing second, but in the following 
event in China he won, having started from pole position, 
setting the fastest lap record, and being unchallenged 
throughout the entire race. This is called a Grand Slam, and 
was Hamilton’s first of the season, and third in his career. 
With this Hamilton also equalled Jim Clark’s career record 

of eleven hat-tricks (which is the same as a Grand Slam 
except not remaining in lead position for the entire race).

In the Canadian Grand Prix, the seventh race of the season, 
Hamilton achieved his second Grand Slam win, and in the 
British Grand Prix he accomplished his record-equalling 
third Grand Slam of the season.

For the thirteenth Grand Prix of the season in Italy, 
Hamilton secured his sixty-ninth pole position, surpassing 
Michael Schumacher for the all-time most pole positions. 
In the third from last race of the season, Hamilton suffered 
a puncture during the Mexican Grand Prix, forcing him to 
make a pit stop at the end of the very first lap. As a result, 
he only managed ninth position, but ultimately this meant 
he had clinched the drivers’ title for 2017 with two races 
remaining, making him a true legend if ever there was one.

Having not won the 2016 drivers’ title, Hamilton has turned a new corner 
this year to win his fourth title, whilst breaking numerous records

2017 Championship

Rank        Driver           Points   Wins  Podiums

1.             L. Hamilton         333      9      12

2.             S. Vettel         277      4      11

3.             V. Bottas         262      2      11

4.             D. Ricciardo       192      1        9

5.             K. Raikkonen      178      0        6

Mercedes

Ferrari

Mercedes

Red Bull

Ferrari
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This Encompass coat from Seasalt’s RAIN® collection is perfect all year 
round. Constructed from a waterproof, windproof and breathable 
cotton-rich fabric creating a versatile, stylish hybrid, it’s ideal for winter. 
Lined with cosy fleece fabric, whilst the bottom half is quilted. With 
adjustable cuffs and adjustable hood with drawcord fastening. 
Available in dark cinnamon or pool colourways.  

£150.00
www.seasaltcornwall.co.uk

We love this shower 
resistant parka which 
even has internal pockets. 
Not only is it perfect for 
gloomy weather but it 
can even brighten up your 
day as it comes in many 
different colours; rust, navy, 
black, sand and khaki. It’s 
warm, cosy, comfortable 
and hits trendy statements. 

£75.00
www.next.com 
 

How cute is this Therma-dry winter 
dog coat? Not only is it extremely 
warm but its superb wicking 
properties also means that it excels 
as a dog drying coat. If your dog is 
soaking wet and muddy, pop it on 
and watch the water evaporate away; 
allowing your home to stay clean and 
dry. Colours available are; red, black, 
bottle green and navy. 

From £22.00
www.lansdowncountry.co.uk
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A beautiful padded jacket 
from the M&S collection which 
is perfect for day to day 
activities and even includes a 
concealed foldaway hood. The 
Stormwear™ technology keeps 
you dry with its clever water 
repellent technology and it 
even has a detachable belt. 
This lovely jacket comes in 
four different colours; ice blue, 
navy, ivory and pink.

£79.00
www.marksandspencer.com 

This Superdry men’s 
Redmastered Rogue 

trench coat features a 
throat strap – perfect for 

keeping out the elements. 
It is comfortable and well 

made but also practical for day and evening 
wear. The jacket is finished with a Superdry 

premium logo patch on one sleeve along with 
a metal Superdry logo tab on the pocket. 

£124.99
www.superdry.com

 

This lovely navy Peacoat is sure to give youthat winter 
edge with its double-breasted fastening. It’s perfect 
for that sophisticated look and will keep you warm 
throughout winter. Try styling with thick winter tights, 
some heeled boots and a floaty patterned dress. 

£60.00
www.next.co.uk

This pretty Keira coat offers a 
wool-blend tweed along with 
double breasted buttons. It makes 
a perfect stylish addition to your 
child’s wardrobe. It also includes 
a tonal faux fur collar providing a 
luxurious cosy feel. Completing this 
look is the bow detail to the back. 
Available in ages 3-13 years. 

£55.00
www.monsoon.co.uk 

Not only is your winter coat the centrepiece of your fashion but it also becomes your life. The nights 
are drawing darker and the wind is getting chillier, meaning it’s time to think about purchasing the 
new addition to your wardrobe! You want to be comfortably cosy but also stylish: well, we have it 

covered and have put together some of the best coats on offer from the high street.

This colourful Wenson parka will spice 
up your life and is water and wind 
resistant. It has an insulated liner interior, 
a hood drawcord and adjustable cuffs 
with snap buttons. You can purchase it 
in copper, black, mud and navy.

£140.00 
www.volcom.com

We love this John Lewis boys’ 
explored hooded parka coat 

which is not only practical, but 
also features a classic design with 

a faux-fur trimmed hood. The 
fleece lining ensures warmth and 

cosiness; perfect for the school 
playground, early mornings and 
winter nights. Available in ages 
2-12 years and comes in either 

navy or burgundy. 

From £45.00 - £47.00
www.johnlewis.com

Your winter coat becomes the most valuable asset of your 
wardrobe throughout the season and will probably receive 

the most wear, so make sure you choose wisely

Winter is… here! 



Christmas is such a wonderful time of the year and it’s the perfect season to 
wrap up warm and over indulge with luxurious hot drinks – and yes that does 
include mulled wine and cider!

What’s better than absorbing all the festive cheer in some of the most 
beautiful Christmas markets around the world? Christmas markets provide 
the perfect place for shopping and offer tons of stalls with an array of food 
pop-ups to help restore your energy levels. It’s not just the food and shopping 
that brings in the crowds, but some markets even offer rides, Ferris wheels 
and ice skating rinks; ensuring families are entertained throughout too.

Advent in Zagreb, Croatia
2nd December - 7th January

The capital of Croatia is one of the best destinations to celebrate Christmas and 
it has even been voted ‘European Best Christmas Market’ two times in a row. 
Themed programmes take place throughout the streets and squares around the 
city providing a special atmosphere. So, let your hair down and take part in some 
singing, dancing and other entertainment with your family and friends. Traditional 
delicacies are also on offer throughout the town. If you’re lucky, you may even 
get to see a white Christmas in Zagreb; there is always a chance it might snow 
due to it being relatively far north.

Vienna, Austria 
18th November - 30th December 

Vienna hosts more than 20 
Christmas markets which date 
back to 1298. Stunningly, the 
market which is held in front 
of the beautiful City hall is 
the highlight of the Christmas 
experience. There is plenty to 
do and see. International choirs 
entertain crowds, children can 
enjoy the play area and finally the 
Christmas village enjoys 40 stalls 
selling traditional handcrafted 
trinkets and decorations.

Get in to the festive spirit: 
Christmas markets 

Strasbourg, France
24th November - 24th December 

Strasbourg Christmas market first took place 
in 1570 and is one of Europe’s oldest Christmas 
markets. Spending time here is relatively 
easy as you can indulge in 300 stalls offering 
decorations, presents, local Alsatian wine, 
ornaments and toys. There is even The Great 
Christmas Tree at Place Kleber and the town is 
transformed into a winter wonderland decorated 
with twinkling lights and festive garlands. 



Prague Christmas Markets, Czech Republic 

2nd December - 6th January
Prague hosts some of the quaintest markets around with the 

largest ones being found in Old Town Square and King Wenceslas 
Square. The markets offer the perfect place to take in the festive 

surroundings, enjoy Christmas carols, local drinks and hearty foods. 
You can browse the stalls offering locally made glass, wooden toys 
and scented candles. The Old Town Square market also features an 

animal stable where children can pet sheep, goats and even a donkey. 
There is also a large Bethlehem scene along with an impressive 

Christmas tree transported from the forests of Central Bohemia.

Marche De Noel, Lille
17th November - 27th December

This unmissable event has been now running for 27 years and 
welcomes more than one million visitors. You can discover 

craftsmanship of local, regional and international products which tie 
in with the tradition of Christmas. There is plenty to see including 

Russian crafts, costume jewellery, artwork and crafted wooden 
stalls; making it a great opportunity to find the perfect gift. The 
town is covered in a huge crown of garlands and enjoys a giant 

Ferris wheel which is the centrepiece to the dazzling market. 

Winter Wonderland, London
17th November - 1st January 

Hyde Park spreads Christmas spirit 
throughout London and has become a 
huge landmark event for tourists and 
Londoners. Winter Wonderland provides 
an extravaganza with ice skating, roller 
coasters, live music and food stalls. It’s 
free to enter the festive atmosphere 
with thousands of visitors returning 
each year. Some of the attractions 
do require ticket entry and to avoid 
disappointment you should pre-book 
tickets for the Ice Rink, The Magical 
Ice Kingdom, Cinderella on Ice, Zippos 
Christmas Circus, Cirque Berserk, The 
Sooty Christmas Show, Giant Wheel 
and Bar Ice. 

Altmarkt, Dresden, Germany 
29th November - 24th December

The famous Dresden Striezelmarkt 
is one of Germany’s oldest markets 
offering spectacular festive features 
and it includes a gigantic stollen, 
prepared by local bakers. The stollen 
parades through the streets before it’s 
ceremoniously served to its visitors. 
This year marks the 583rd anniversary 
of the market which boasts an endless 
choice of festive culinary delicacies 
and intricate traditional crafts. There’s 
more than enough to enjoy and if you 
have children then there are even some 
fun rides; a two-storey carousel and a 
Ferris wheel. By night the market gives 
a romantic atmosphere where you can 
admire the incredible decorative stalls, 
including a vineyard scene, a nativity 
scene and even Santa having a bath!

Fancy staying a little closer to home?



RECIPE CORNER
GET YOUR BAKING INTO THE

Festive Spirit

Chill the marzipan in the fridge to make it easier to grate

To give the tarts a stronger orange flavour, add half of the orange zest to the pastry and half to the filling

These tarts can be make up to 3 days in advance and stored in an airtight container. They can also be 
wrapped in cling film and foil and frozen for up to 2 months

For the pastry
• 175g/6oz plain flour
• 75g/2oz cold butter, cubed
• 25g/1oz icing sugar, plus extra for
   dusting
• 1 large orange, grated zest only
• 1 free-range egg, beaten

For the filling
• 250g/9oz good-quality ready-made mince meat• 100g/3oz ready-to-eat dried apricots, finely chopped        (do this in a food processor if you’re short on time)
• 125g/4oz uncoloured marzipan, grated

Preparation time
less than 30 

minutes

Cooking time 
10 - 30 minutes

Makes
12

Mincemeat   orange

1. Preheat the oven to 200C/180C Fan/Gas 6 and place a baking sheet inside to heat up.

2. For the pastry, either pulse the flour and butter in a food processor until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs, or rub the flour and butter together in a large bowl using your fingertips.

3. Stir in the icing sugar and orange zest, then stir in the beaten egg and mix until the ingredients come together as a dough.

4. Wrap the dough in greaseproof paper and chill in the fridge for 10-15 minutes.

5. When the pastry has rested, unwrap it. Place the greaseproof paper on a work surface and lightly dust with icing sugar. Place the dough on top, dust with icing sugar, then cover with another sheet of greaseproof paper.

METHOD

EQUIPMENT AND PREPARATION
For this recipe you will need a 12-hole 
muffin tin and 8cm/3in fluted pastry cutter

6. Roll the pastry between the sheets of greaseproof paper to a thickness of 1-2mm. (If you’re confident rolling out pastry you do not need to use the greaseproof paper, but it does help prevent the pastry tearing if the dough is a little sticky).

7. Stamp 12 rounds from the pastry using a 8cm/3in fluted pastry cutter. Line each hole of the muffin tin with one of the pastry rounds and prick the base of each with a fork.

8. For the filling, mix the mincemeat with the chopped apricots until well combined. Divide the mixture equally among the pastry cases. Top each tart with some of the grated marzipan.

9. Slide the muffin tin onto the hot baking sheet and bake in the oven for 12-15 minutes, or until golden-brown and crisp.
      Dust with icing sugar and serve warm.

&
INGREDIENTS

feathered tarts

WHO DOESN’T LOVE A MINCE PIE!
THESE QUICK CHRISTMASSY 

BITES ARE PERFECT FOR THE 
FESTIVE SEASON

TOP 
TIPS



For most of us, energy bills are among the most 
significant of our monthly outgoings, and so it’s only right 
that we should all share that common sense of frugalness 
with regard to keeping energy usage down as much as 
possible, especially during the colder months of the year 
when central heating and hot water are in high demand.

You pay? Then you’re in control
One of the most effective ways you can save money on 
energy bills is by switching energy suppliers, and this is 
very much relevant to tenants as well as homeowners. 

The misconception that your landlord is and should be 
solely in charge of which energy supplier the property 
depends upon is, unfortunately, all too common. Unless 
the rent you pay as a tenant directly to the landlord is all 
inclusive of such bills (or you pay the energy bills directly 
to your landlord in any other way), there should be no 
such restriction enforced, and the tenant is perfectly 
within their rights to switch energy suppliers if they 
wish to. Even if your tenancy agreement states you’re 
not allowed to switch, the rules laid out by the energy 
regulator Ofgem say you shouldn’t be unreasonably 
prevented, providing the tenant settles the final bills 
directly with the energy firm. In fact, preventing a tenant 
from changing energy suppliers is something on which 
you could seek legal guidance from Citizens Advice 
as a renter.

You could save hundreds of pounds a year by 
switching energy suppliers, so don’t necessarily 

stick with the previous tenant’s choice

Shop around!
You could save hundreds of pounds a year by switching 
energy suppliers, so don’t necessarily stick with the 
previous tenant’s choice. It is speculated that renters can 
save approximately three hundred pounds per year by 
doing so. A vast array of online services will compare your 
current energy tariff and inform you if you are overpaying, 
or if there are cheaper deals to be had elsewhere.

Some of these services are designed to keep you 
constantly on the cheapest energy tariff available. The 
majority of these online services only require you to 
disclose your postcode and a recent energy bill before 
they can begin comparing for you. Alternately, you 
could seek out the best deals independently by regularly 
researching the lowest energy tariffs yourself.

Smart meters
Smart meters are what every household in Britain can 
get as part of the national rollout, and the energy supplier 
you’re using will install them at no extra cost. Even as a 
tenant, as long as you’re paying the energy bills directly, 
you are automatically entitled to one. Smart meters
remove the hassle of calculating how much you owe 
when you move out, 
and they’ll also help 
when dividing 
bills between 
flatmates. Due to 
this, you’ll always 
know what energy 
you’re using and 
what it’s costing; 
making it ideal 
for tenants.

Tenants and renters have more 
control over the energy supplier they 
rely upon than is largelythought, and 
it could seriously pay off!

energy supplier

Time tsw  tch



Minchinhampton £895,000

Minchinhampton £595,000 

A superb five bedroom detached modern house situated in an exclusive close of just seven superior properties in a quiet position on the 
outskirts of sought after Minchinhampton. This location allows for easy access to the shops, amenities and community of this historic 
market town with hundreds of acres of National Trust land found just up the road at Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons. The 
property also benefits from a double width gravelled driveway, detached double garage and established, well kept level gardens. EPC=D

An exceptionally well maintained Cotswold stone property tucked away in the corner of this prestigious retirement village. Recently 
redecorated throughout with custom made shutters fitted to all windows and doors providing privacy without affecting the light, the 
generous accommodation includes an L-shaped dining/sitting room, two bedrooms and two bathrooms. There is also a private courtyard 
garden to the rear and a garage in a block close by. Offered to the market CHAIN FREE. EPC=E

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747



peterjoy.co.uk

£350,000

A three bedroom modern cottage style semi detached house 
tucked away in a quiet location within walking distance of the 
popular market town of Wotton-under-Edge. The property benefits 
from gardens to the front and rear including a .large wooded area 
and allocated parking. EPC=C

Wotton-Under-Edge £290,000Brimscombe

A three bedroom mid terrace Grade II listed character home 
offering a wealth of character features throughout to include a 
large inglenook fireplace with bread oven and housing large Villager 
cast iron log burning stove, exposed timbers and Cotswold stone 
walls. Outside the property benefits from gardens and parking. 

£265,000

A well presented three bedroom semi detached family house in a 
popular road just above Nailsworth town centre. Tasteful colour 
schemes are found throughout the house and the property benefits 
from double glazing and central heating. Outside there is a garden, 
garage and parking. EPC=D

Nailsworth Offers over £250,000Burleigh

Originally part of a farmhouse, this pretty three bedroom cottage is 
located in the village of Burleigh. The gardens are to the rear of the 
cottage and have been landscaped to provide secluded seating areas 
from which to enjoy the views, a small vegetable patch and a gateway 
giving direct access on to Minchinhampton Common. EPC=E

SO
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Bisley £725,000

Chalford Hill £485,000

A substantial five bedroom Cotswold stone family home with views over farmland and located on the edge of the historic village of Bisley. 
The property is very well presented and the accommodation, which is arranged over three floors, includes a 22’ kitchen/breakfast room 
with bi-fold doors leading to the rear garden, two reception rooms and the master and a guest bedroom with en-suites. The property 
includes a double garage with driveway parking and is offered to the market Chain Free. EPC = C

A superb detached three bedroom modern house, situated in a lovely elevated location at Chalford. This popular location enjoys a good 
local community, with an excellent primary school just up the road and countryside walks on the doorstep. The property is a first class 
interpretation of a design by award winning architect Millar Howard and offers spacious, flexible accommodation arranged over two 
floors with delightful gardens taking in the views and a parking area. EPC = B

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Stroud 01453 766333



£475,000

A very well presented four bedroom detached family house situated 
in an elevated position within a small cul de sac. Allowing for easy 
access to the shops, amenities and train station of Stroud with the 
local park and country walks also close by. EPC = C

peterjoy.co.uk

Stroud £315,000Stroud

A detached two bedroom bungalow situated in a popular 
residential road on the outskirts of Stroud with a garden of just 
under a 5th of an acre. The property has a large attic which offers 
potential for conversion, a garage and driveway parking. EPC = E

£299,950

A very well presented three bedroom detached family home in 
one of the more popular cul-de-sacs in Bussage.The propery offers 
open plan living space, private garden, parking and garage. Easy 
access for local shops, schools and countryside walks. EPC = D

Bussage £222,500Dudbridge

A modern three bedroom semi detached house with 16’ sitting room, 
garden, garage and parking and is situated in a quiet, tucked away cul 
de sac allowing for easy access to local amenities at Dudbridge and 
Cainscross with canal side walks on the doorstep. EPC = D



nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

Fieldfare Café at Thistledown Farm

Our café is set in 75 acres of beautiful 
meadow and woodland overlooking Woodchester 
Park. We serve lunch from our wood-fired clay 
oven & charcoal BBQ Weds to Sun, brunch Sat & 
Sun and evening meals on selected weekends. 
We use local, free range and Organic produce 
and our menu changes regularly: slow-
roasted joints, succulent meats and burgers, 
homemade pâtés, soups and stews, delicious 
salads, freshly cooked flatbreads and sharing 

plates, and we offer vegan & gluten free 
options. Fine teas, coffees & delicious 
homemade cakes served 9am to 4:30pm. Why 
not come up for an autumn walk and enjoy 
a hot drink with stunning views beside our 
woodburner! Groups and Christmas lunches 
are welcome - our festive menu is perfect 
if you’re looking for an alternative to 
turkey! We stock delicious sourdough bread, 
our own preserves, Organic milk and more.

thistledown.org.uk   01453 860420   thistledown, tinkley lane, nympsfield, GL10 3UH

We’re now open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday!

Call  Nancy on 01453 751112
stroudinteriors1@gmail.com 
www.stroudinteriors.co.uk

6–7 Witheys Yard, 55 High Street, Stroud Glos. GL5 1AS

Stroud Interiors
O B S E S S E D  W I T H  F A B R I C  &  D E S I G N

home accessories soft furnishing

fabrics curtains & blinds

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333
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Life is busy.
Don’t let your 
house move get  
in the way.

With each property case having their own dedicated 
legal team, everybody on the team is up to speed on 
its progress and will able to answer any queries you 
may have quickly and confidently.

We communicate with our clients via skype, email  
or telephone. Whichever method suits you.

Call today. 0333 003 0688
www.thomas.legal

Leave it with us.
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nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

Mobile 0779 868 5199
Nailsworth (01453) 833226

info@hminteriors.biz

HMinteriors offers a complete, professional
decorating service.

Whether you require a single room or your
entire house decorated HMinteriors will be

happy to advise you.

Contact us now for a free quote.

Decorating & Design
interiorsHM

To speak with a member of our relacation team please call us on Stroud: 01453 297101

www.swift-removalsandstorage.co.uk          info@swift-removalsandstorage.co.uk

Your Local, Family Run removals & storage company

www.inspired.build

Stroud 07974 341393

New builds 

Extensions 

Maintenance 

Walls & stonework 

Renovations 

Electrical work

sales@inspired.build 

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333
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SEEKING THE BEST MORTGAGE FIT FOR YOU?
For a whole of market mortgage experience – call Myne & Ure IFA Ltd.

The independent mortgage advisor that offers over 25 years 
of independent mortgage and protection expertise.

So, for a personal, tailored mortgage and protection service  

call our team on 01453 769700 or email info@manduifa.co.uk 

Myne & Ure IFA Limited is an appointed representative of Owen & Associates which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Not all of the products and services that 
we offer are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT.

ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL…

INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL
ADVISER

MYNE  URE

MORTGAGES

CRITICAL 
ILLNESS

FINANCIAL 
REVIEW

INCOME 
PROTECTION

LIFE 
ASSURANCE



New lettings office 
now open.
The Old Tradeplas Building   
Stroud Road, just outside of Nailsworth.

We are expanding!
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