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Welcome to the February 
issue of Property News!

“If music be the food of love, play on;” a famous 
quote from Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. What 
better month to be romantic than February, with 
the advent of Valentine’s Day!

In this issue we give recipe inspiration (page 14) 
to get you in the mood for love and Valentine’s 
has also inspired us to take a look at the top five 
romantic destinations (pages 12-13) to escape to. 
And when it comes to buying your first home 
together, we give top tips on making the move 
successfully (pages 2-3).

Did you know that the UK pet population in 
2017 was estimated at 8.5 million dogs and 8 
million cats, with 1 in 2 households owning a pet? 
According to the RSPCA, around 20 million pets 
are owned in total (excluding fish). So if you’re 
thinking of adding to that number by getting a 
cat or dog, then pop over to pages 10-11 for tips 
and advice on introducing a pet to your home.

However, if you don’t want responsibility for 
a pet in the home, then why not think about 
introducing wildlife into your garden instead. 
Over on pages 4-5 we take a look at what steps 
you can take to encourage nature to set up home 
in your garden.

As ever, we hope you find this issue an interesting 
and informative read. And remember that we are 
always on hand to answer any queries you may 
have when it comes to marketing your property.

Until next time.

Linda McKeown
Editor

Buying your 
first home 

together
Hello from 
the Editor!

It’s important to sit down 
together, communicate and 

speak openly about what you 
are both looking for in a home
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Moving in together can be such a 
pleasant and joyous experience; 

and, let’s be honest it can also be 
extremely scary! You will, however, 
know when you are ready to buy 
your first home together and this 
will come naturally. It may be that 
you have rented together for a while 
and therefore are already aware of 
each others bad habits or you may 
have recently been on an extended 
holiday and spending the majority of 

BUYING YOUR FIRST HOME TOGETHER IS SUCH A MILE- 
STONE MOMENT FOR ANY RELATIONSHIP AND PROVIDES 
YOU WITH A PROPERTY IN WHICH YOU CAN CREATE, 
ENJOY AND SHARE MEMORIES THAT LAST A LIFETIME

your time together was blissful. Once 
you have moved in together you 
will realise that sometimes you do 
need your own space; so finding that 
perfect house where you can combine 
easy living with your partner’s needs 
is important. 

The process before receiving the keys 
can often be stressful as you and your 
partner may be looking for different 
things entirely. It’s important to sit 

down together, communicate and 
speak openly about what you are 
both looking for in a home; one may 
be looking for a house with character, 
whereas the other may be keen to 
find a new build with brand new 
specifications. There usually has to 
be some compromises unless you are 
lucky enough to want the same things; 
there is however something out there 
for everybody and it’s important that 
you find a property which you both 
will feel at home in.

WE’LL BE ON HAND TO HELP 
FIND YOU YOUR PERFECT 
PROPERTY; MAKING YOU BOTH 
FEEL COMFORTABLE IN YOUR 
DREAM HOME. 

You also need to discuss other 
topics, such as managing your 
finances together; buying a house 
as a couple is a joint responsibility 
and each person should be 
aware of what payments are 
expected each month. You should 
also consider setting up a joint 
bank account which you both 
contribute to each month as 
paying bills through direct debit 
can make it much easier to keep 
control of your finances. 

TOP TIP: put an extra £50 each away 
in your joint account and after a year 
you will have a lovely holiday fund. It 
is also wise to have both names listed 
on any utility bills as some companies 
are unable to help with any problems 
unless your name is stated on the 
account for confidential purposes. 

Choosing your furniture and 
decorating your property is the fun 
and creative task! You and your loved 
one should embrace and enjoy both 
of your styles incorporating these into 
each room. You both want to make 
this a home and deciding on colour 
schemes, lighting and fabrics are 
equally important to one another, so 
establish a sense of mutual ownership, 
share your ideas and take interest 
in the other’s style and desires. You 
may even disagree on some things 
but that’s okay! It’s key to exploring 
new inspiring ideas, which you can 
personalise together. 

FINDING A PROPERTY

When choosing and looking for your 
dream property you should decide 
whether it will be used as a step onto 
the property ladder or if it will become 
a family home later on down the line. 
If you want a family home, then think 
about the amount of space you will 
have and compare it to the amount of 
space you may actually need.

When choosing and looking for your 
dream property you should decide 

whether it will be used as a step onto 
the property ladder or if it will become 
a family home later on down the line

Other things to think 
about when buying your 
first property together:

1. Neighbourhood. Research into the 
area, look at what amenities you will 
need close to you and calculate your 
commute to work.

2. Garden space. Do you have a big 
enough garden to host family barbecues 
or birthday parties? Are you looking for 
a garden which is of low maintenance or 
are you a keen gardener looking to grow 
your summer salads and baby potatoes? 

3. Driveway parking. Is parking something 
you will require and do you have room 
for installation?

4. Additional costs. As well as agreeing a 
mortgage with your lender you will need 
a deposit and other costs could also 
include: application fees, arrangement 
fees, valuation fees, administration fees, 
mortgage broker fees, stamp duty, 
surveyor fees, legal fees, estate agent’s 
fees, removal company charges, house 
hold bills and maintenance. 

5. Time. Take into account the amount 
of time it takes to move into the right 
property from starting your search 
to that first night’s sleep in your new 
home. There are so many steps which 
take place when moving home and we 
will be on hand to help your move run 
smoothly. 



From birds to beetles, there are many different species 
which could really do with our help and providing a safe 

haven can make a huge impact. Imagine yourself sat in the 
garden enjoying the summer sun surrounded by birdsong, 

beautiful butterflies and colourful bugs. It’s not hard to 
create a paradise for wildlife; you can either DIY or visit 

garden centres which provide an array of different foods, 
bird boxes, tables and bug hotels.

You can see any type of wildlife in your garden at any time, 
even if you have the smallest of areas. However, depending 

where you live can affect how much you see on a day to 
day basis. If you live in a rural area you are more likely to 

see a wider variety compared to those who live in the city. 
According to The Wildlife Trust, our garden on average 

could hold over 2,000 different species of insects!

Turn your

Encouraging nature into our gardens 
not only allows us to look after the wildlife 

but also helps our environment run as 
efficiently and effectively as possible
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garden into a
wildlife haven

 



 

There are many things you can do to allow 
nature to flourish in your garden and it’s 
important to create as many habitats as 
possible without overcrowding. One of the 
basic needs for most wildlife is a safe place to 
breed and have shelter. Focus on the available 
space that you already have; you might not 
even realise that common garden features can 
be home to a variety different species.
 
Areas of uncut lawn are especially important 
for insects and minibeasts, and will attract 
hungry birds into your garden, which will feed on 
them. Wait until late winter to cut back any grass 
to provide shelter from the cold for any animals 
that have hidden and hibernated during the 
previous months. 

Fill your garden borders with flowering plants 
and shrubs, this will allow nectar rich foods to 
attract butterflies and bees. Seeds, berries and 
shelter from plants will also prove beneficial for 
small animals and birds. Try growing climbing 
plants against any walls or trellis to allow shelter 
for animals as these can be a great haven for 
roosting and breeding. Planting a variety of 
different flowers and seeds at varied times 
throughout the year will also provide food over 
different periods of time, attracting animals 
all year round. 

Hedges and trees offer nesting sites for many 
birds and mammals, as well as cover from wind, 
rain and snow and a hideaway from possible 
predators. Bird boxes, bat boxes and hedgehog 
homes prove good artificial shelters and are a 
great safe alternative. Bird baths, ponds and 
water features are also a great introduction to 
your garden and can attract a variety of different 
animals including invertebrates and amphibians. 

Compost areas and woodpiles can also be 
a great place for animals to live, feed and 
hibernate. Meanwhile, dead wood, trimmings 
and foliage can be a great place for all insects 
and minibeasts to hide from any predators. 
Alternatively you can purchase bug hotels, 
which allow shelter for many insects; and 
providing these homes can increase the number 
of beneficial insects, as well as help those which 
are currently declining in numbers such as 
bumblebees and solitary bees, allowing us to 
contribute to their conservation. 

Creating a sustainable environment is also 
important when introducing a wildlife friendly 
garden as many of our actions have an impact 
on nature. Avoid using any peat as this destroys 
vital habitats; instead produce your own by 
investing in a composter or create a compost 
heap in your garden. Saving rainwater in water-
butts and barrels is also great for topping up 
any water features; natural rain water is 
preferred to tap water and it will also allow you 
to save money on your water bills. You should 
also try to recycle where possible; you can even 
used reclaimed old materials like pallet wood to 
build raised borders and other garden structures. 

What to avoid
You should avoid using any pesticides. However, you can use 
non-chemical and non-toxic alternatives. The traditional slug 
pellet is responsible for killing many hedgehogs as well as song 
thrushes; they can eat their own body weight in slugs and 
snails which have been contaminated. Why not let nature take 
its course and create a hedgehog house to attract the natural 
slug predator instead? 

What can you do?

There is a variety of different 
wildlife which we can find in our 

gardens, including:
• Badgers
• Foxes 
• Hedgehogs
• Squirrels
• Moles
• Rabbits
• Mice
• Birds

• Bees  
• Bugs and 

beetles
• Ants
• Butterflies
• Dragonflies
• Moths
• Frogs

• Toads
• Newts
• Slow worms
• Snails
• Spiders
• Slugs

According to The Wildlife Trust, our 
garden on average could hold over 
2,000 different species of insects!



Get   your    kitchen  
in     order   with    these  

essential   gadgets. 
You'll   wonder   what   you  

ever    did   without   them!

Cooking up to six strips of regular or thick cut bacon in 
minutes, the SMART Bacon Express introduces a new and 

healthier way to cook bacon, quickly and easily, and to crispy 
perfection! The vertical method of cooking helps ensure 
the fat drains away to the drip tray and as soon as your 

bacon is cooked to your liking, you can open the appliance 
immediately thanks to the handy cool touch handles.

£49.99
 www.product-box.co.uk

OXO   Good   Grips 
Mango   Splitter

How do you like your eggs 
in the morning? Well, this 
stainless steel egg topper 
from the ProCook Kitchen 

Accessories range is sure to 
become a firm favourite for 

any egg lover. It removes the 
top of your boiled eggs in one 
swift move helping to ensure 
there’s no wasted egg white.

£6.00  
www.procook.co.uk

Stone and prepare mangoes 
with just one press. Featuring 
soft-grip handles, this easy to 
use gadget is ideal for salsas, 
smoothies and tropical fruit 
salads. With stainless steel 

blade. Dishwasher safe.

£6.99  
www.lakeland.co.uk

If you hate waiting for the kettle 
to boil, then this gadget could just 

be what you’re looking for. This 
Wi-Fi iKettle 3.0 from Smarter 

can be controlled from anywhere 
using your smart phone. With the 
free app you can set alarms, so it’s 

ready when you wake up or get 
home after a hard day at work.

£99.00 
www.robertdyas.co.uk

Smarter    iKettle
 Wi-Fi   Connected 

Kettle   3.0

Stainless   Steel
 Boiled   Egg   Topper

OK, so it’s not quite a must-have gadget for 
you but the kids will love it! Make your own 

homemade candy floss with this little machine. 
Just add a spoonful of sugar and off you go. It’s
 a perfect addition for any children’s party too.

£12.49 
www.clasohlson.com/uk/

Candy  Floss   Machine

Bacon   Express
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Forget about going to fast food restaurants for your breakfast muffin 
fix – now you can make them in your own home! This little gadget 

will help you prepare burgers and sandwiches using non-stick coated 
plates and various cooking layers, quickly and easily.

£14.99 
www.groupon.co.uk/deals

Titanium coated for scratch 
resistance, the Diablo is light, 

compact and dishwasher safe. 
And there’s no need to plug it 
in either; just place it over any 

heat source including barbecues! 
From simple cheese sandwiches 

to Pizza Calzone and cherry 
turnovers, the Diablo promises to 
make a devilishly good toasted 

snack every time!

£13.99 
www.iwantoneofthose.com

Never worry about lumps in 
your mash again with this 

gadget! This electric potato 
masher promises to give 

you perfect results in as little 
as 20 seconds. Versatile, 
it can also mash up other 

food items, and is quick and 
easy to clean too. Featuring 

simple on/off controls.

£39.99 
www.lakeland.co.uk

This premium easy press food 
chopper offers clean, simple 

dicing with no need for a knife 
or board. It comes equipped 

with stainless steel blades and a 
non-slip base for added control.

Exclusive to Tesco, it comes 
with a 5-year quality guarantee. 

Dishwasher safe.

£10.00 
www.tesco.com/direct

Go   Cook   Easy   Press 
Food   Chopper

Masha   Electric 
Potato   Masher

Breakfast   Sandwich/Burger/Muffin   Maker

We love this space-saving 
kitchen gadget. Weigh your 

ingredients with accuracy and 
style using these handy digital 
scales. It folds away so it can 
fit easily into your cutlery and 

utensil drawer. Perfect!

£26.25 
www.josephjoseph.com

Joseph   TriScale

Diablo   Toasted 
Snack   Maker   Black
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Mirror, mirror, on the wall…
It looks like Snow White is indeed still the fairest 
of them all as Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
celebrates its 80th anniversary year
Back on December 21st 1937 at the Carthay Circle Theatre in L.A., Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs premiered. It was followed by a nationwide 
release on February 4th 1938. When adjustments for inflation are taken 
into account, the animated movie is one of the Top 10 performers at the 
North American box office.

So how did the story of Snow White begin over 80 years ago? Walt 
Disney actually thought of the idea to bring Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs to the big screen when he was just 15, having been inspired by 
the silent film version of the classic fairytale in Kansas City.

The animated film itself took about three years to produce – at a cost 
of $1.5 million – a large cost considering it was the 1930s, and it greatly 
exceeded Disney’s initial budget of $250,000.

The first feature-length animated film in U.S. history, Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs included 250,000 drawings with 750 artists completing 
more than two million sketches.

Early concept art depicted Snow White as a blonde with her raven hair 
eventually becoming one of her defining physical characteristics, as the 
Magic Mirror described her beauty in detail to the Evil Queen: ‘Alas, she 
is more fair than thee: lips red as the rose, hair black as ebony, skin white 
as snow.’

And when it comes to the dwarfs, we all know their names: Doc, Sleepy, 
Dopey, Sneezy, Grumpy, Bashful and Happy. However, there were a 
variety of names considered before the final seven were decided on and 
they ranged from Blabby, Crabby, Daffy, Dirty, Flabby, Gloomy, Lazy, 
Nifty, Scrappy, Stubby and Thrifty.

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs was the highest grossing film ever 
– until it was surpassed by Gone With the Wind just a year later. So 
popular it was in fact, that the movie was re-released eight times in total. 
It was first re-released in 1944 to raise revenue for the budding studio 
during World War II and subsequently re-released in 1952, 1958, 1967, 
1975, 1983, 1987 and 1993.

• In the dwarfs' cottage, nearly 
every wooden surface has an 
animal carved into it

• Disney Studios in Burbank was 
built with the profits from the 
movie

• Deemed too scary for children 
in England, people under 16 had 
to be accompanied by a parent

• Happy is the only dwarf whom 
Snow White does not refer to by 
name

• Twenty-five songs were written 
for the movie—but only eight 
were used

Walt Disney thought of 
the idea to bring Snow 
White and the Seven 

Dwarfs to the big screen 
when he was just 15

Source: www.eonline.com/uk/news/901667/20-fun-facts-about-snow-white-and-the-
seven-dwarfs-on-its-80th-anniversary

Did you know?

Image source: http://disney.wikia.com
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its history and favourites to sweep gold

This year it’s the first Winter Games ever to be held in 
Korea, but how did it all start, and who will be the unique 
snowflakes to break the ice this year?

Occurring every four years, the 
Winter Olympic Games, a major 

international multi-sport event set 
upon snow and ice, will take place 
from 9th February until 25th February; 
and is now being commonly referred 
to as PyeongChang 2018.

A chilling bidding history
This will be the second time an 
Olympic Games tournament has been 
held in South Korea, as they hosted 
the Summer Games back in 1988. 
Likewise, PyeongChang will be the 
third Asian city to have hosted the 
Winter Games.

For the 2010 and 2014 Winter Olympic 
Games, PyeongChang placed bids to 
host both. They lost out by a hair, by 
three votes for one and four votes for 
the other, but the vibrant Asian city 
won its bid for the 2018 Winter Games 
in the very first round. Also launching 
a bid for the 2018 Winter Games was 
Munich who, if it wasn’t for Beijing’s 
successful bid for the 2022 Winter 
Games, could have been the first city 
to have hosted both the Winter and 
Summer Games.

How the Winter Games 
freestyled its way into the 
mainstream
The Winter Games was initially 
called the Nordic Games, which 
were organised by General Viktor 
Gustaf Balck in Stockholm in 1901. 
Balck campaigned for winter sports 
to be incorporated into the Olympic 
program, particularly figure skating. 
However, he was unsuccessful in 
these efforts until the 1908 Summer 
Olympics in London, in which four 
figure skating events were finally 
contested.

It was proposed, three years later 
by Italian Count Eugenio Brunetta 
d'Usseaux, that the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) stage a 

week’s worth of winter sports included 
as part of the 1912 Summer Olympics 
in Stockholm. Because they wanted 
to protect the integrity of the Nordic 
Games, whilst also concerned about 
the lack of facilities available at the 
time for winter sports, the organisers 
opposed this idea.

But it was revisited for the 1916 Summer 
Games in Berlin, in which a week of 
winter sports took place, including 
speed skating, figure skating, ice 
hockey and Nordic Skiing. Due to the 

outbreak of World War I, however, the 
1916 Games were ultimately cancelled. 
Yet during subsequent Olympic 
Games tournaments after the war, 
winter sports began to be featured 
more and more prominently within 
the Summer Games.

During the 1924 Summer Olympic 
Games in France, the hosts also 
held what was officially called the 
International Winter Sports Week, 
which turned out to be a great 
success. As a result, the IOC in 1925 
decided to formally create a separate 
Olympic Winter Games, and the 1924 
Games in Chamonix was designated 
as the first official Winter Olympics.

Who are the glacial giants of 
the Games this year?
For PyeongChang 2018, four new 
disciplines have been added, 
comprising big air snowboarding, 

freestyle skiing, mass-start speed 
skating, and mixed doubles curling. 
The Germans are generally well 
placed to take top spot at the Games 
this year, with Felix Loch dominating 
the men’s luge since 2010. During 
last year Loch has sat at the top of 
the World Cup standings, but will 
face a challenge from Austrian star 
Wolfgang Kindl.

The prominence of short-track speed 
skater Elise Christie could see Great 
Britain jump up the medal rankings, 
with the Scottish genius currently 
boasting world champion status. 
Christie clinched gold in the 1000 
metres and 1500 metres at the World 
Championship, whilst also achieving 
bronze in the 3000 metres. The likes 
of Norway, USA, Canada, Netherlands 
and Russia are all dubbed to win 
the most gold medals and therefore 
dominate the Games, but only time 
will tell who will truly have their skates 
on and sweep their way to victory.

The prominence of 
short-track speed skater 
Elise Christie could see 
Great Britain jump up 
the medal rankings

2018Winter 
Olympics: 



your home

It’s important to take the right steps to make your home 
and garden danger-free and a safe place for your new 
pet. Doing this will not only make your pet safer but it 
will also make life easier for you when they move in.

Any reputable dog breeder will ask that you wait until 
the puppy is eight weeks old before you introduce them 
to their new home. This may feel like a lifetime, but it 
provides a great opportunity to dog-proof your home.

Puppies and kittens have very curious paws, and are 
always looking to explore their new surroundings. They 
have the tendency to chew on loose wires, so using 
cable tidies or clips will keep them out of reach.

They also like to discover small gaps within the house, 
whether that’s to hide because they’re scared or they’re 
just snooping. Therefore, it’s a good idea to go around 
the house and look for small gaps, such as down the 
side of the TV cabinet, where they could get stuck and 
play with the wires.

Try to avoid keeping food in the bottom cupboards. 
Products such as chocolates and onions can be harmful 
for dogs, and with their large appetites, easily accessible 
foods are far too tempting. Harmful chemicals such as 
bleach, or any medication, should also be kept out of 
reach from pets.

When playing outside, cats and dogs are prone to picking 
up fleas. There are many different products you can apply 
directly to your pet to deter the parasites jumping on them. 
However, it is also a good idea to apply flea spray to your 
sofas, beds and carpets a week before your pet arrives. 

It isn’t just cats and dogs which you need to prepare for. 
If you are thinking of adding a caged pet to your family, 
such as a hamster, guinea pig, or a parrot, then you need 
to find the space for their cage where it is safe from falling 
off the side. The cage, whether you are buying it or building 
it yourself, will need to be spacious and give the animal no 
chance of escape. Rabbits shouldn’t be left locked in a cage 
all day, and when they’re roaming around your room they 
will look for small cracks and crannies to burrow themselves 
into. So beware!

Do you have a big enough garden space? It isn’t just inside 
the home you need to think about. Are there any potential 
hazards outside? Dogs are notoriously high jumpers, so 
a big dog will require a very tall fence and it will need 
to be installed deep into the ground, so they cannot dig 
underneath it. Some dog breeds, terriers in particular, 
are known for their digging, so making regular checks of 
boundaries are essential.

Your location is worth considering as well. If you live close 
to a busy road, it’s vital to keep your pet safe. Securing the 
front garden with a fence or a gate is a good idea, or simply 
blocking any access from the rear garden to the front of 
the house.

On the day you pick up your new furry friend, make sure the 
house is nice and tidy. A new pet will find it hard to settle in 
quickly if there are hoovers out and people rushing around; 
it’s nice for them to move into a quiet and calm home!

Preparing
 for a      new pet

Bringing a pet into the home can add a bundle of joy and 
lighten up your family life. However, the majority of cat and 
dog owners soon learn how hard it can be to raise a kitten or 
a puppy, and the sheer amount of vigilance and patience you 
need. Here we give you some advice on doing it successfully



Page 11

         
An appropriately-sized dog cage is an 
ideal way to provide your dog their 
own ‘den’, as well as keeping them safe 
from potential hazards when they are 
unsupervised. It’s also important to find 
the perfect place to put their bed
 
Securing a stair gate to the top and 
bottom of the stairs can prevent the 
pup from either falling down the stairs 
or going to a part of the house they 
shouldn’t be in

Dogs don’t always have the best 
relationships with postmen and if you 
are worried they will chew up your 
post, then invest in an outside letter 
box, or a letter cage

Installing an outdoor tap helps you 
clean down your dog after muddy 
walks and to stop them from spreading 
muck around the house

Look at purchasing Puppy Training 
mats, which can help avoid any long 
term damage to the carpets when you 
are trying to house train your dog

Dog-proofing your home

Cat-proofing your home
Cats are very curious and playful, and 
like to climb on tables, so make sure 
there aren’t any fragile ornaments on 
display which are at risk of getting 
knocked over

Installing a cat flap will provide the cat 
with easy access to and from the home. 
If you are worried about security, you 
can buy a cat collar which unlocks the 
cat flap as they approach it

Bring a cat scratch into the home to 
help deter the kitty from scratching 
the sofa. If they are not using the cat 
scratch, try scenting it with catnip

Check the washing machine and other 
appliances before closing the door, as 
cats like to curl up in dark, quiet places 
which could be a recipe for disaster

Any reputable dog breeder will ask 
that you wait until the puppy is eight 
weeks old before you introduce them 
to their new home, which may feel 

like a lifetime, but it provides a great 
opportunity to dog-proof your home

Harmful chemicals such as 
bleach, or any medication, should 

be kept out of reach from pets



Paris
It would be incredibly hard not to 
include Paris somewhere on this list. 
Known as the city of love, for years 
couples have visited the French 
capital in their millions for its array 
of boutique shops and intimate 
restaurants. The opportunities for 
romance are endless!

Of course, Paris is well known for 
its beautiful architecture and grand 
buildings such as Notre-dame 
cathedral and the Louvre, but nestled 
away is the romantic spot of the Bois 
de Boulogne. Found on the outskirts 
of the city, it’s a perfect backdrop 
for a romantic stroll. If you’re visiting 
in the summertime, performances in 
the gardens open air theatre are truly 
magical. 

Your visit to Paris wouldn’t be 
complete without a trip to the 
Eiffel tower. On the top floor of this 
iconic building you will be met with 
panoramic views of the city and 
why not indulge and complete your 
visit with a glass of fizz from the 
Champagne bar.

New York
We’ve all heard the song ‘The fairy-
tale of New York’ but although not 
as well known as a place of romance, 
there are many reasons as to why the 
Big Apple has made it onto our list. 

Used as the backdrop of many 
romantic films, the Empire State 
Building – especially at night – is 
the place to be. It’s difficult not to 
be swept up in the glamour of this 
famous building and the scenery 
greeting you from the observation 
decks. If you’re looking for a unique 
and magical evening, a live jazz 
saxophonist serenades on the 86th 
floor. 

One of the most romantic and well-
known places in New York is Central 
Park. No matter the time of year, 
you will find something to appeal 
to the romantic in you. In the winter 
months you can take to the ice at 
the picturesque Ice skating rink. And 
to warm yourselves up afterwards, 
share a hot chocolate on the terrace 
overlooking the rink. 

The Lake District
If you’re looking for a romantic 
getaway a little closer to home, then 
the mesmerising scenery of the Lake 
District will not disappoint.

With its rugged, yet tranquil, 
landscape, quaint local pubs and 
hotels – many of which date back 
centuries with low beams and open 
fires – the lake district has something 
for everyone. Whether that’s putting 
on your boots and hiking to the top 
of Haystack fell, which has some of 
the most breath-taking views of the 
surrounding lakes, hills and tarns, or 
packing a picnic and relaxing by the 
side of Lake Windermere or the not 
so well-known Buttermere, romance 
will surely be in the air. 

The unique Orient Express of the 
north – better known as the Settle to 
Carlisle train journey – not only offers 
you amazing views of the lakes but 
also that of the Yorkshire Dales, over 
the stunning Ribblehead Viaduct 
before arriving in Carlisle. 

Love is all around:
our top five 
romantic getaways
For many there is nothing more romantic than a stroll 
down a secluded beach or sipping champagne whilst 
watching the sun go down. Whether your romantic trip is 
to celebrate an anniversary, a honeymoon or just the alone 
time you’ve worked all year for, there are many corners of 
the world where romance is found in abundance



Venice 
The birthplace of the notorious 
romantic Casanova, Venice has 
captured the hearts of loved up 
couples for centuries. It’s hardly 
surprising with its picturesque 
scenery and famous waterways. 
Venice truly is a unique getaway, 
catapulting visitors into another 
world. 

What better way to explore the 
breath-taking sites of Venice, than 
to cosy up next to your loved one 
on a Gondola ride. Throughout 
the city, there are many tours to 
choose from including those in 
the evening where you can watch 
the stars come out for a truly 
romantic sight.  

St Mark’s square is a must; the 
city’s largest square offers a taste 
of relaxation, with quaint café’s 
and a stunning backdrop – the 
perfect place to watch the world 
go by. At the end of the square is 
the magnificent St Mark’s Basilica 
with its extravagant interior. 

Santorini 
A hidden gem in the Aegean Sea, the volcanic 
island of Santorini is not to be overlooked. Ranked 
highly with loved-up couples, its beaches made 
up of red, white and black larva pebbles, striking 
sunsets and charming villages, will surely bring 
out the romantic in everyone. 

A great place to unwind there are many tavernas 
where you can sample a variety of grilled seafood 
and dry white wines, made with grapes from 
local vineyards. Should wine whet your appetite, 
Santorini is world renowned for its unique tasting 
wines and there are plenty of opportunities to try 
these direct from local producers. 

And if you are after a truly magical and jaw 
dropping experience, then take a trip to Oia. This 
beautiful Greek town is famous for its white-
washed houses carved into the rugged cliff tops. 
After an evening of sampling local delicacies, 
what would be better than to take a scenic stroll 
to the ruined Oia castle, which is famous 
for its stunning sunset views!

Did you
• According to a study by researchers at 

the University of North Carolina, just 20 
seconds of cuddling a day can lower 
your heart rates and blood pressure know

• It only takes up to four 
minutes to decide whether 
you like someone or not

• A 75-year long study conducted by a group of 
Harvard researchers has shown that love is  
really all that matters. The participants’ lifelong 
experiences revealed that happiness and life 
fulfilment revolved around love or simply 
searching for love



Preparation 
time

10 minutes

Cooking time 

20-25 minutes

Serves 2 

• 200g raw peeled prawns, from 

sustainable sources

• 1 large shallot 

• 2 cloves of garlic 

• 4 spring onions 

• 1/2 a bunch of fresh coriander 

• 16 round dumpling wrappers 

• 100g glass noodles 

• 1 tablespoon unsalted peanuts 

• 1 soft lettuce 

• a few sprigs of fresh basil 

• a few sprigs of fresh mint 

• Lingham’s chilli sauce

Dipping sauce
• 1 fresh red chilli 

• 1 lime 

• 4 tablespoons caster sugar 

• 4 tablespoons fish sauce

Difficulty

Not too tricky

Cooking time 
 35 minutes

Serves 2 
Method

Ingredients

Love Dumplings
1. Start by making the dipping sauce. Finely chop the chilli, then combine 

with the lime juice (about 2 tablespoons), sugar, fish sauce and 8 

tablespoons of water

2. Pour half into a little bowl for dunking, and save the rest to dress your 

lettuce, herb and noodle salad

3. Smash the prawns with the side of your knife, then finely chop them. 

Peel and very finely chop the shallot and garlic, then trim and finely 

slice the spring onions (keep the white and green parts separate). Pick 

and finely chop the coriander leaves

4. Pop the prawns, shallot, garlic, coriander and the whites of the spring 

onions in a bowl, generously season with black pepper and a pinch of 

sea salt, and give it a good mix

5. Lay out your wrappers and spoon a teaspoon of filling into the middle 

of each. Brush the edges of one wrapper with water, fold it in half, then 

pleat and pinch the edges together to secure. Repeat with the others

6. You can steam the dumplings for 5 minutes, then fry the base until 

crispy. But the method I use is how I’ve seen it done in Japan. Place 

an oiled pan over a medium heat, add the dumplings and a splash of 

water, and cover. They’ll steam for 2 to 3 minutes, then once the water 

has evaporated, take off the lid and fry for a further 2 minutes

7. Cook the noodles according to the packet instructions. Toast the 

peanuts in a dry frying pan, then crush

8. Pick off and arrange the lettuce and herb leaves with the glass noodles 

on two plates, dress with the sauce and scatter the peanuts on top

9. Serve the dumplings sprinkled with the sliced green part of the spring 

onions, with bowls of dipping sauce and chilli sauce on the side
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RECIPE CORNER

You can find this recipe at 

https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/seafood-recipes/love-dumplings/

Cook up romance
They say that the best way to someone’s heart is via their stomach and what better 
recipe to cook up than these Love Dumplings from celebrity chef Jamie Oliver!
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Renting is a great alternative way 
to living in your perfect home, 

and has become a popular choice 
because of the flexibility it offers

Getting a foot on the property ladder is a big financial commitment and is not a possibility for 
everyone. Despite negative misconceptions, renting is a great alternative way to living in your 
perfect home, and has become a popular choice because of the flexibility it offers

By living in a rented property, you can save money 
and time by not paying maintenance costs as it is the 

landlords’ responsibility. Property experts claim that the 
yearly cost of home upkeep is around one percent of the 
value of the home, so for a £150,000 house, you could be 
looking at £1,500 per year. Some tenancies also include 
other costs such as council tax and bills.

Saving time on managing a property is also a bonus for 
people with a busy lifestyle, or who are living independently 
for the first time and need a better understanding of 
managing a house. If a problem were to arise when living 
in a rented property, there is only one point of contact and 
no need to worry about the burden of ringing contractors.

Not to mention that in some cases, the monthly rental 
price can be less than a monthly mortgage payment in a 
similar sized property in the same area. Property sharing is 
also an ideal way of reducing the cost of rent per person, 
allowing you to move to an area you thought was outside 
your budget.

According to figures released by experts, younger people 
face a challenge in buying their first home and getting 
themselves on the highly regarded, and well sought after, 
housing ladder.

For young people in particular, renting a property can 
prove to be a more convenient, rewarding and flexible 
choice. For example, renting a house can provide urban 
living at a cheaper price, not to mention that rented 
properties are often situated close to amenities or in the 
heart of town centres. It provides a great chance to build 
up your credit score too, helping you when you apply to 
get a mortgage and possibly reducing the interest you pay 
on your mortgage.

The flexibility of renting makes it ideal for people who are 
looking for a short term tenancy, as well as tenants who are 
likely to relocate. Especially as the notice period of leaving 
a tenancy agreement is usually shorter than the time it 
would normally take to sell a home.

Buying a house is one of the biggest commitments you 
will make in your lifetime; therefore it can be a good idea 
to rent for a short time as it is an effective way to find out 
what you want in a home and to try living independently. 
It’s also a good idea if you are a new couple or you want 
to live with a friend, to rent before getting a mortgage, to 
test the relationship and living together before securing 
your home.

In addition, if you’re looking to move to a new area, renting 
provides an ideal temporary solution to getting to know 
the area and settling into your new surroundings.

With a standard rate mortgage, monthly payments are at 
risk of fluctuating, which could put some people at risk 
of falling behind on their monthly payments. However, 
letting through a trusted estate agent, such as ourselves, 
and having a fixed rate tenancy agreement will mean your 
home and the monthly payments are secure, and you can 
relax and enjoy your tenancy in your perfect home.

Why renting
is a good option
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Horsley £539,950

Brimscombe £395,000

A pretty detached five bedroom Cotswold stone cottage situated within the picturesque village of Horsley and enjoying southerly views 
over the surrounding countryside. The cottage has been extensively modernised and extended over the years by the current owners and 
now provides a flexible family home. There is ample off road parking for several cars, a south facing secluded garden which enjoys a good 
degree of privacy and a good sized decked entertaining space. EPC=D

A handsome four bedroom Grade II listed character property situated in an elevated position at Brimscombe. This popular location 
allows for superb views across the valley to fields and countryside with hundreds of acres of National Trust land found just up the hill at 
Minchinhampton and Rodborough commons. The property has clearly been the subject of careful improvement and extension in the recent 
past and offers spacious, flexible accommodation including 23’ sitting room, and 20’ garden room. Outside there is a garden and garage. 

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747
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£410,000

A detached two bedroom cottage standing in a unique location 
surrounded by National Trust land. This delightful property 
has been the subject of a comprehensive refurbishment and 
redecoration scheme by the present owner and now provides a 
comfortable retreat in an idyllic location. EPC=G

Burleigh £275,000Avening

A four/five bedroom extended semi detached family house offering 
well balanced accommodation and located within a popular village 
location. Outside there is a private rear garden with timber built 
shed and parking for several vehicles. EPC=D

£235,000

A modern two bedroom semi detached bungalow situated within 
the popular residential area of Shortwood with a good sized garden, 
garage, parking and open countryside close by. The property also 
benefits from gas fired central heating and double glazing. EPC=C

Nailsworth £175,000Minchinhampton

A beautifully presented one bedroom apartment situated within 
this delightful Grade II listed building that forms part of the popular 
Longfords Mill development. The current living accommodation 
incorporates many of the original period features combined with a 
contemporary kitchen and bathroom.

SO
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Bisley £525,000

Rodborough £415,000

A spacious detached family bungalow situated in a tucked away and quiet position on the edge of sought after Bisley. This popular village 
enjoys a thriving community, with local amenities, a well regarded primary school close by and countryside walks. The accommodation 
includes a 23’ living room open to a 19’ dining room, with three bedrooms and a bathroom. Externally the bungalow sits in a private plot 
of just under half an acre. EPC = F

A well presented detached character cottage situated in a lovely elevated position at Rodborough. This position allows for easy access 
to well regarded schools and shops and amenities at nearby Stroud with some 200 acres of National Trust land just up the road at 
Minchinhampton and Rodborough commons. Internally the accommodation includes an open plan kitchen/dining/family room with a 
separate sitting room and three bedrooms. Externally a terraced garden takes in the delightful views. EPC = E

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Stroud 01453 766333



£327,500Rodborough

A beautifully presented and extended property with many character 
features and offered chain free. The internal accommodation 
includes three bedrooms and a beautiful bathroom. Externally a 
rear garden and parking to the front. EPC = D

£500,000

A large family home located on Kingscourt Lane, the property 
is being sold with no chain and is in need of some updating and 
modernisation. Accommodation includes two receptions and four 
bedrooms. Externally a mature garden and double garage. EPC = E

peterjoy.co.uk

Rodborough £350,000

A well presented modern family house situated in a superb 
canal side setting. Offered to the market chain free the internal 
accommodation includes four bedrooms and two receptions. 
Externally a garden and a garage. EPC = C

Ebley

£280,000Stroud

A well presented end of terrace character home with flexible 
accommodation, gardens, a studio and an outlook over the Slad 
valley at the rear and close to Stroud town centre. EPC = F
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Fieldfare Café at Thistledown Farm

Our café is set in 75 acres of beautiful 
meadow and woodland overlooking Woodchester 
Park. We serve lunch from our wood-fired clay 
oven & charcoal BBQ Weds to Sun, brunch Sat & 
Sun and evening meals on selected weekends. 
We use local, free range and Organic produce 
and our menu changes regularly: slow-
roasted joints, succulent meats and burgers, 
homemade pâtés, soups and stews, delicious 
salads, freshly cooked flatbreads and sharing 

plates, and we offer vegan & gluten free 
options. Fine teas, coffees & delicious 
homemade cakes served 9am to 4:30pm. Why 
not come up for an autumn walk and enjoy 
a hot drink with stunning views beside our 
woodburner! Groups and Christmas lunches 
are welcome - our festive menu is perfect 
if you’re looking for an alternative to 
turkey! We stock delicious sourdough bread, 
our own preserves, Organic milk and more.

thistledown.org.uk   01453 860420   thistledown, tinkley lane, nympsfield, GL10 3UH

We’re now open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday!

Call  Nancy on 01453 751112
stroudinteriors1@gmail.com 
www.stroudinteriors.co.uk

6–7 Witheys Yard, 55 High Street, Stroud Glos. GL5 1AS

Stroud Interiors
O B S E S S E D  W I T H  F A B R I C  &  D E S I G N

home accessories soft furnishing

fabrics curtains & blinds

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333
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Life is busy.
Don’t let your 
house move get  
in the way.

With each property case having their own dedicated 
legal team, everybody on the team is up to speed on 
its progress and will able to answer any queries you 
may have quickly and confidently.

We communicate with our clients via skype, email  
or telephone. Whichever method suits you.

Call today. 0333 003 0688
www.thomas.legal

Leave it with us.
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Mobile 0779 868 5199
Nailsworth (01453) 833226

info@hminteriors.biz

HMinteriors offers a complete, professional
decorating service.

Whether you require a single room or your
entire house decorated HMinteriors will be

happy to advise you.

Contact us now for a free quote.

Decorating & Design
interiorsHM

To speak with a member of our relocation team please call us on Stroud: 01453 297101

www.swift-removalsandstorage.co.uk          info@swift-removalsandstorage.co.uk

Your Local, Family Run removals & storage company

www.inspired.build

Stroud 07974 341393

New builds 

Extensions 

Maintenance 

Walls & stonework 

Renovations 

Electrical work

sales@inspired.build 

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333
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SEEKING THE BEST MORTGAGE FIT FOR YOU?
For a whole of market mortgage experience – call Myne & Ure IFA Ltd.

The independent mortgage advisor that offers over 25 years 
of independent mortgage and protection expertise.

So, for a personal, tailored mortgage and protection service  

call our team on 01453 769700 or email info@manduifa.co.uk 

Myne & Ure IFA Limited is an appointed representative of Owen & Associates which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Not all of the products and services that 
we offer are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT.

ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL…

INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL
ADVISER

MYNE  URE

MORTGAGES

CRITICAL 
ILLNESS

FINANCIAL 
REVIEW

INCOME 
PROTECTION

LIFE 
ASSURANCE



When it comes to marketing your property, the relationship you 
have with your estate agent is vital. That’s why when you choose 
us we’ll give you your very own FREE property website to share 
with family and friends. It’s the perfect partnership!

Take the
next step...

Take the
next step...

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333

peterjoy.co.uk


