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WILL ENGLAND MAKE HISTORY?
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Take advantage of under
stairs storage space
Struggling for storage space in your home?
Re-think your under stairs space to not only boost
storage, but to add character to your home

Hello from
the Editor!
Welcome to the March
issue of Property News!
The nights are getting lighter and the sun is
starting to make an appearance (albeit rarely!)
which means that spring is on its way.
Why not start to make the most of the extra
light now and get your garden ship-shape,
ready for the entertaining season of summer?
No matter how small your garden space, there
are plenty of ways in which you can make the
most of the space – and inside this issue we
give you top tips on how.
And if small spaces aren’t confined to just your
garden but can be found inside your home
too, then fear not. On pages 2-3 we explore a
variety of options available to make the most of
one of the most common small spaces found in
the home: under your stairs; it doesn’t just have
to be for your shoes and coats!

Transform your cupboard into a
pantry by adding shelving to help
arrange jars, sauces and pots

With the advent of spring, now is also the time
to update your wardrobe. And what better way
to celebrate this season with some stripes! We
give you fashion ideas for all the family.
But the next date on the calendar is Mother’s
Day. Did you know that it’s celebrated in over
40 countries around the world although not
all celebrate it on the same day? In the UK,
the date of Mother’s Day varies from year to
year but is normally in late March or early April
depending on the date of Easter; this is because
it always falls on the fourth Sunday of Lent.
This year Mother’s Day is on Sunday 11th March,
so it’s time to get prepared! Inside, we give you
lots of inspiration when it comes to gift buying,
and spa breaks, as well as baking inspiration!
Until next time,
Linda McKeown
Editor
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H

istorically, under stairs closets were mainly used for toilets,
hanging clothes or, if you’re Harry Potter, a small bedroom.

This area is often ineffectively used, or just boarded up, but there are
loads of innovative ideas on utilising this deceptively spacious area.
Left open or unused, an under stairs cupboard gathers layers of dust,
but they can create a useful larder, pantry or cleaning cupboard.

Create your own
The back of doors or tall spaces on the wall are great places to
hang mops and brooms. If there’s enough floor space, a trolley
on wheels helps to group items together, and to get them in and
out with ease. Use the lower areas to organise electricals, and
add shelves.
Joinery and carpentry specialists can create tailor-made fitted
cupboards and furniture to fit the shape of the space. Or for a
cost-effective alternative, home stores provide fitted furniture
plus a range of storage ideas.
Kitchen space can become sparse especially when you buy
spices, such as fenugreek, which you used once when you saw it

Joinery and carpentry specialists
can create tailor-made fitted
cupboards and furniture to fit
the shape of the space

Create an additional room
Bespoke and fitted office desks can fit snuggly into
small spaces, with an office chair completing your
study area. Using an alternative light source, such as
downlighters or a desk lamp, will create a relaxed feel
for when you’re working hard. Fixing shelves above the
desk will also help to organise your work space, and
you can liven it up with ornaments.
Aside from an office, a deep under stairs space could
provide a great area for putting your feet up with a
cup of tea and a good book. Using comfy chairs, such
as a wing or snuggle chair, with a tall lamp will create
a perfect, homely feel. If the area is big enough, then
you could add a fitted bookcase too. This space could
also be used as a welcome area with a telephone and a
desk, or a children’s play area.

Pets
If you have a pet, or are thinking about getting a pet,
but worried about space, then the under stairs area
is an ideal way to provide extra room. With dogs, it
makes sense to provide them with their own ‘den’, and
an under the stairs cupboard is the kind of small and
cosy space they’re looking for. Of course, this depends
on the size of the space and the dog, but for a medium
sized dog, this space should cosily house a big enough
bed.
There are lots of ideas online on how to decorate and
customise your dog’s new den. One creative idea is to
paint a dog house around the outside of the cupboard,
with a name plaque above the door. And remember to
put their toys in there too!
If you’re more of a cat person, but you can’t find space
for the litter tray, then under stairs cupboards are a
great alternative. Putting a cat flap on the cupboard
door will provide your pet with easy access to and from
their tray. However, if you have an open space under the
stairs rather than a cupboard, this is a great space to
put a cat scratcher and their bed.

Additional storage ideas!
Space saving furniture
in a recipe. So why not transform your cupboard
into a pantry by adding shelving to help arrange
jars, sauces and pots.
For a more contemporary feel, install a fitted wine
rack – you could even incorporate a wine cooler,
so you have space for the Pinot Grigio.
To create a chic style in the under stairs space,
installing mini fridges, shelving, wall mounted
bottle measures, plus a worktop, will turn your
under stairs space into an impressive bar.
In a family home, it can be hard to find space for
toys, so they can often be all crammed into under
stairs cupboards. With the help of a screwdriver
and some handy DIY skills, you could transform
the cupboard door into multiple drawers. This
allows you to add a variety of pull-out drawers to
help organise the space. An alternative is to install
shelves, or place storage units into the open
space. Adding a children’s play mat will make the
area look neat and organised.

Ottoman beds, footstools and storage benches are
examples of how you can incorporate storage into your
everyday furniture. Ottoman beds fold up to provide you
with ample space, whilst comfy storage benches provide
extra seating for guests, with the advantage of storage
space underneath.

Vacuum bags
When you have a different wardrobe for each of the
seasons, wardrobe space can become a nightmare. Neatly
folding clothes into vacuum bags can almost half the
space required.

Wall mounted TV
If you don’t have any space for a TV cabinet in the
bedroom or the lounge, this is a great way to save on
space and extra furniture.

Nest of tables
These small sets of tables that fit into each other are a
great way to free the house of unused furniture. However,
if you have visitors, you can quickly pull out extra tables
for your cups of tea and cakes!

Use your
outdoor space
to its full
potential!
Small back gardens and outdoor
spaces can often be left neglected
with the misconceptions that they
lack the vital space needed in which to
enjoy, grow or relax. However, you don’t
need a huge outdoor space to soak up
some Vitamin D! Instead, enjoy your
own unique haven in its very own way –
no matter how small the space

Trellis

Small Areas
A great way to save space and enjoy
an array of spring flowers in small
areas is to use tiered planters, which
will maximise the ground space you
have available. Tiered planters are
also great for enclosing areas; perfect
for a glass balcony or terrace. Simply
pop in the corner and grow some of
your favourite flowers and shrubs.
You can even turn this into a mini
veggie garden, with a row for herbs,
a row for vegetables and then finally
a row for fruits; you will definitely be
getting your five a day!

Use trellis along any walls and boundaries to grow
climbing plants filling your garden with colour; it’s
also a great way to enclose any spaces as well as
attract those beautiful butterflies! You could even
install trellis and hang pots from the frame; perfect
for creating a vertical herb garden. If you don’t have
any pots to hand then you could always use tins
and jars for your flowers and herbs.

Make your own
Paint an old pallet, stand up length ways and put
your favourite flowers on display! The vertical
display takes up little space, is cost efficient and
you can even change the flowers each season,
keeping things fresh as daisies – literally!
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Up-cycle
If you want to make things extra
quirky, then why not up-cycle an old
unused chest of drawers? Simply give
it a touch of weather-resistant paint
and turn it into a unique and colourful
planter. Ensure that you drill some
holes in the bottom of each drawer
to allow for any water drainage. This
makes a great alternative to a tiered
planter and can be a real unique
feature to your garden.

Colour

A hammock is also a great way
to save on space as during the
colder months it can be taken
down and simply folded away

Choosing colour wisely is
especially important when it
comes to small spaces as vibrant
flowers and dashes of colour can
make a small garden feel much
lighter and larger. Hot colours, like
reds can often make a space feel
intimate, whilst cooler blues and
purples can add depth. You don’t
want to over complicate things too
much though so choose summery
colours and match your furniture
to your pots. A beautiful blue can
create a real Mediterranean feel;
if the sun’s out you may even feel
like you are on holiday
in a tropical destination!

Wildlife

Seating Area

Storage
Minimise your storage areas to
create space for either further
planting or seating areas.
Not only does it create more
space but it also forces you to
declutter your shed and say
‘good riddance’ to a whole lot
of unnecessary tools and other
garden junk; sell these at a carboot sale or donate them to
a charity, as one man’s junk is
another man’s treasure. Some
benches and outdoor garden
seats often have dual purposes
and have sneaky storage
underneath; ideal for storing
away your garden bits while
saving space.

You may not have the space or
even the money for an outdoor
sofa but you can still create a
seating area by using crates.
Cover these with comfy cushions
and snuggly blankets – perfect
for a balcony. A hammock is also
a great way to save on space as
during the colder months it can
be taken down and simply folded
away; not only that but they are
great to lay back and relax in,
whilst listening to the birds chirp
on a summer afternoon – with a
glass (or two) of Pimms of course!

Attracting wildlife will also help
bring your small garden to life,
so put up some bird boxes
and feeding stations. You can
even make your own bird
feeder by using a teacup and
saucer, creating a very unique
and pretty attraction to your
garden. Simply glue the teacup
to the saucer sideways – this
will make it look as if the bird
food has spilled out of the cup
onto the saucer – attach either
ribbon or string and hang up.
Remember to use extra strong
weather proof glue!

Enjoy your own unique haven
in its very own way – no
matter how small the space

Entertaining Space
If you have a small paved area, like a balcony or a terrace,
which can sometimes look a bit grey and gloomy, use
a weather proofed mat or wooden interlocking flooring
to add texture and colour to your haven. This can really
change the look and feel of a space as it adds extra
comfort and is extremely attractive.

Best Mum Personalised
Heart Shaped Slate Coaster
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Show your mum how much she means
to you with a best mum personalised heart
shaped coaster. Engraved with 'Best Mum' there
is also space for your personal message to be
added underneath so she can see your words every
time she has a cup of tea or coffee!
Personalise with a message of up to 30 characters
(including spaces). Three padded feet underneath
coaster help prevent scratches on table surfaces.
10.5cm x 9.5cm approx.

We’ve hand picked some of our
favourite gifts to give you ideas
galore for Mother’s Day

£7.99

thegiftexperience.co.uk

Mother’s
Painted Blooms

An artfully designed
L-shaped card makes the most
charming frame for this inspiring
festival of fresh pinks, whites
and greens. With personalised
Mother’s Day wishes scripted by
you, what could be more perfect
for a gift and greeting in one?

£20.00

flowercard.co.uk

Framed Pebble Art

This framed pebble picture is set in a 23 x 23cm
white wooden box frame and is a wonderful
and completely unique piece of handmade
Cornish Pebble Art. All pebbles and driftwood
are sourced from local south Cornish beaches
and it would make a wonderful gift for her.
You can personalise the picture with the family
name and the number of family members you
would like – as well as family pets.

Pandora Best
Mother Charm

Send a sweet message of love to your
mother with this adorable hand-finished
charm in sterling silver by Pandora.
The pretty heart shape, decorated
with intricate hearts and a sentimental
message, makes it a keepsake to treasure.

£25.00

uk.pandora.net

£19.99

TillyJaneCrafts at etsy.com

Alcohol-Free Pampering
Set in Gift Basket
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£31.95

regencyhampers.com

Mother’s Day Chocolate
Box at Hotel Chocolat

How to celebrate all she does on
Sunday, 11th March? Say thank you
in 27 ways with Hotel Chocolat’s
best-loved chocolates. Celebrate all those plasters, stories and
unprovoked kisses in a collection of chocolates: including milk
and dark chocolates, plus intensely creamy high-cocoa white,
from Champagne Truffles to Eton Mess.

£22.50

hotelchocolat.com

Personalised
Family
Portrait

The Mum: 'How It Works
Featuring original Ladybird artwork
alongside brilliantly funny, brand new
text, this 52 page book is a fun way to
show appreciation for your mum. The
large clear script, the careful choice
of words, the frequent repetition and
the thoughtful matching of text with
pictures all enable grown-ups to think
they have taught themselves to cope!

£6.99

This gift is considered
easier to buy than
getting the whole
family to smile nicely
h family member's
eac
ct
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hing colours,
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alise
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per
,
stick figure outline
ate your preview to
expressions and hair, then upd
see your family portrait!

£20.00

theworks.co.uk

posterhaste.com

Homemade Gin Kit

Features two 375ml glass bottles, a stainless steel
strainer and funnel, plus a secret blend of juniper
and botanicals, this kit is perfect for gin drinkers.
The simple five-step process means that you can
now make delicious gin at home. This six-piece
kit contains everything you need to transform a
generic 750ml bottle of vodka into a unique and
luscious home-blend of your very own gin - in just
36 hours! (Vodka not included.)

£49.99

Personalised Hollywood
Walk Of Fame Star

This personalised Star of Fame Print lets
you immortalise that someone special,
such as mum! It comes in the form of
a certificate printed on gloss paper,
featuring the recipient’s name, date
and special message, as chosen by you.
Comes complete in a statement black
frame and ready to hang. Ed’s note: Sign
up for their newsletters and receive an
exclusive code for 10% off your first order.

qwerkity.com

£17.99

gettingpersonal.co.uk

Personalised 'Mum's Mini Spa In A Bag' Survival Kit
This 'mini spa in a bag' survival kit is a perfect gift for a special mother and
contains all of the ingredients required to induce bliss and relaxation. The
retro style keepsake canvas bag is personalised with your name so she
knows just who to thank!
Inside her survival kit she will find a beautiful set of three spa treats for her
to enjoy with a long (and uninterrupted!) hot soak in the bath, including
a lovely bottle of vanilla bath salts and an apple scented 'wonderful mum'
or fig and wild pear scented 'everyday candle' in a tin with a fourteen hour
burn for plenty of relaxation! Also included is a bar of clean scented olive
soap that she is sure to enjoy.

£32.00

The Little Picture Company at notonthehighstreet.com
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And the winners are…
British female solo artist
Dua Lipa
British male solo artist
Stormzy
British single
Human by Rag’N’Bone Man
British breakthrough act
Dua Lipa
British group
Gorillaz
International male solo artist
Kendrick Lamar
International female solo artist
Lorde

© REUTERS

© PA
© Justin Goff

With the eyes of the world watching
on this year’s star-studded event, it
didn’t disappoint, with performances
from the likes of Ed Sheeran, Dua
Lipa and Sam Smith all showcasing
why the BRIT awards is the most
important night for British music.
In a show of solidarity many of the
stars in attendance, including Holly
Willoughby, Rita Ora and Cheryl
Cole, wore a white rose pin to show
support for the Timesup #MeToo
campaign; a movement aimed
at combating sexual abuse and
harassment in the entertainment
industry.
With Liam Gallagher dramatically
stepping in at the last minute to
replace a planned appearance by
Ariana Grande, his emotional tribute
to the Manchester Arena bomb
victims was truly heartrending and
his solo version of the Oasis classic,
Live Forever, received a standing
ovation from the audience.

Page 8

With five nominations, Dua Lipa went
into the evening leading with the
most nods, being nominated in such
categories as Best British female solo
artist and British album of the year.
So, it’ll come as no surprise that after
fighting off strong competition, Dua
Lipa came away with an impressive
two BRITs, bagging the gong for
Best British female and Best British
breakthrough act.
Another who looked set to add more
BRITs to his collection was two-time
winner Ed Sheeran. He was
nominated for three awards, including
best British male solo artist, alongside
Liam Gallagher, Rag’N’Bone man,
Stormzy and Loyle Carner. However, it
was the Croydon native Stormzy who
fought off competition to claim his
first BRIT.

Global success award
Ed Sheeran
British artist video of the year
Harry Styles (Sign of the Times)
MasterCard British album of the year
Stormzy (Gang Signs & Prayer)
© REUTERS

© David Fisher

Stormzy also went on to win in the
category for album of the year. His
‘Gang Signs & Prayer’ gave him his
second BRIT of the night.
In the best group category, the field
was varied and included the old and
the new with nominees including
Gorillaz, Wolf Alice and Royal Blood.
It was a difficult one to predict but
the favourites to win were Royal
Blood. However, in a surprise turn, the
Gorillaz nabbed their first ever BRIT.
After another night of emotion and
controversy, this year’s BRIT Awards
was memorable for many standout
performances and speeches, including
Stormzy’s war of words to the prime
minister over the government’s
handling of the Grenfell tragedy. Love
it or hate it, we’ll all be watching next
year for more of the same!

Images Source: dailymail.co.uk

Since the first ever BRIT awards
in 1977, the BRITs has never been
a low-key event. We all remember
Madonna’s famous tumble, along
with the memorable hosting duo
of Sam Fox and Mick Fleetwood in
1989, plus Jarvis Cocker’s stage
storming mid Michael Jackson
performance in 1996. But what did
this year’s BRITs have in store?

Best international group
Foo fighters

© Getty Images

Six Nations: 3rd Feb-17th March
2018 Six Nations Championship: will
England make history?
Never before in Rugby Union has a team won three successive Six Nations
tournaments, but England, having won the 2016 and 2017 championships,
could be on for the hat-trick!
As was the new millennium, in the year 2000 the Six Nations Championship
was also born, which now included Italy. The tournament occurs annually,
and to date England hold the record for the most wins of the Home Nations,
Five Nations and Six Nations alike, boasting twenty eight titles and ten shared
victories. Wales, however, hold twenty six titles, along with twelve shared
victories. Both Scotland and Italy however, have failed to ever win the Six
Nations title, although the last winner of the Five Nations was Scotland in 1999.

New bonus points system a successful try
The new bonus points system was showcased in last year’s Six Nations
tournament, and, following its success, will again be implemented this year,
whereby as well as the standard four points for a win and two for a draw, a
team scoring four tries in a match will receive an additional league table point
– as will a team losing by seven points or fewer. This new scheme has made
for an exciting, more edgy scoring system. Furthermore, to ensure that a
team winning all its five matches (a Grand Slam) also win the Championship
(previously this wasn’t always guaranteed), three bonus points will be awarded
for this achievement.

Will England keep running with the ball to make it three in a row?
England won the 2016 and 2017 Six Nations tournaments, meaning that a third
consecutive victory is on the horizon. This has never been achieved in either
the Six Nations or the Five Nations. However, both William Hill and SkyBet, as
well as a host of major Rugby pundits, have England as favourites to win this
year, assigning them with very nice looking odds indeed, while Scotland are
considered by some to be a good outside bet.

Eddie Jones’ English roses
Before the tournament started this
year, there was some scepticism
over a number of England players’
fitness, with a variety of concerns and
even some injuries ruling them out
altogether. However, England’s coach
Eddie Jones had promised they will
be ‘physical and brutal in Italy’ for
their opening game, and they were.
Furthermore, with the likes of Anthony
Watson, only twenty three years old yet
already with fourteen tries and twenty
eight caps for his country before this
year’s campaign even started, there’s
no wonder why it’s proven to be such a
good show this year.

Who will tackle their way into
the limelight?
So who are the others to look out
for this year in Northern hemisphere
rugby? Well, with seven tries in eleven
test matches for his nation, the versatile
back for Scotland, Huw Jones, has
been playing some particularly great
rugby over the past couple of years.
With five caps and three tries already
to his name for his nation, young
winger Steffan Evans for Wales is
proving to be a dragon this year. With
sixteen caps at the age of just twenty
three, Baptiste Serin is one Frenchman
who is doing more than just wooing
his onlookers at the 2018 Six Nations.
Meanwhile, there is also the likes of
Italian maestro Sergio Parisse, and
Robbie Henshaw for Ireland being an
island of his own dazzling the crowds
with green colours.

England won the 2016 and 2017 Six
Nations tournaments, meaning that a third
consecutive victory is on the horizon – a hattrick. This has never been achieved before
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Stand in line to
get the latest
fashion trend
Don’t cross the line between fashion
hail and fashion fail: get it nailed this
season with our favourite stripey picks!

Joules Cream Stripe Harbour Top
A true wear-it-anywhere essential from Joules at Next. This
practical long sleeved top is back in new and old favourite
colours. Which one will you be wearing? 100% cotton.

£25

Wear it

well

next.co.uk

Stripe Balloon Sleeve Dress
Matalan’s easy-to-wear striped dress is ideal
for getting your wardrobe ready for spring.
Wear it at the weekend with boots or with
heels for a family lunch out. Perfect!

£15

matalan.co.uk

Reversible Stripe Tote

The perfect accessory to any wardrobe.
Update your bag collection with this novel
reversible tote featuring a vibrant vertical
stripe design and a plain black variation.
Practical functions include a tie-close
fastening and two slim shoulder straps, which
have been finished with gold charm detailing.

£14

matalan.co.uk
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Update your look

Cassandra Jumper

Yeti Kids Stripe
Fleece

Weekends are bound to be better when
you wear this luxuriously soft jumper. With
cute rainbow cuffs and a stripe down the
back – perfect if you don’t want to go
full-on stripes! Knitted with a merino wool
blend. Available in Grey Melange, Navy and
Carnival Pink.

The Yeti Kids Fleece is a super
warm, furry textured fleece
with fun stripes and a half zip
at the neck. It’s perfect for
keeping warm indoors, or for
walking and other outdoor
activities in cold weather.

boden.co.uk

mountainwarehouse.com

£75

le
Be huggab

Somewhere over the rainbow

£14.99 (was £35.99)

Peppa Pig
Stripe Dress

Men’s Navy and
White Stripe T-Shirt
This slim fit crew neck t-shirt is
perfect for the warmer weather
and lighter evenings. Finish it off
with a pair of jeans and casual
jacket to complete the look.

It’s Peppa!

Cut in a skater style with long
sleeves and a crew neck, this
pure cotton Peppa Pig themed
dress features a pink stripe
pattern and a denim gathered
skirt finished with a pink
bow. With a gorgeous Peppa
motif and gold hearts, pair it
with tights to finish the look.
Available in ages 1-5 years.

£20

mandco.com

£10

topman.com
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Blue and Ivory
Striped Flannel
Pyjamas

woodsofshropshire.co.uk

Navy Blue Harbour
Pure Cotton
Striped Rugby Top
This Marks & Spencer’s
comfortable rugby top is a
great way to update your
outfit with stylish stripes.

£29.50

marksandspencer.com

In the navy!

Who says you can’t have
stripes for bed too? These
pyjamas from Lee Valley
Ireland are super soft and
made from 100% heavy
brushed cotton flannelette
giving you a superior feel
and added warmth.

£41
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Escape and

en
joy a weekend away!
We’ve sought out some of the most luxurious and unique spa
breaks and hotels so you can enjoy some of that lovely ‘me time’.
Or why not whisk your mum away for a fabulous Mother’s Day?

Country House Hotel and Spa

Wales

A luxurious and award-winning Spa offering a wonderful
range of Spa Breaks where the only distractions comes
from the tumbling river, the heron fishing lakes, the glorious
birdsong and the distant tap-tapping of the resident
woodpeckers. This complete retreat is situated on the
banks of the lakes of the River Irfon, near Wells in Wales,
and provides open spaces and that well deserved relaxing
chill out time; you can even bring along your four legged
family members as they’re dog friendly too!
Why not try the Facial Therapy, two night spa break? Relax
with an Aromatherapy Facial (55 minutes) per person
and have access to the hot tub, sauna, steam room, gym
and swimming pool. You can even experience fresh and
local produce in the gourmet restaurant one evening! This
elegant hotel and spa really is a home away from home
and will pretty much tick every box!

www.lakecountryhouse.co.uk

Whittlebury Hall

Northamptonshire

Whittlebury Hall aims to bring all the comforts of home in a
peaceful and elegant setting. Enjoy a restful escape in the
beautiful Northamptonshire countryside which offers the
very best in comfort; all of their rooms are either doubles
or twins with en-suite bathrooms. Make your stay extra
special and experience the day spa, which will allow you
to rejuvenate and refresh both mind and body. You can
experience stimulating experiences, soothing therapies
and ancient bathing rituals, which have all been designed
to let you unwind.
Why not treat your mum on Mother's Day to the ultimate
Mum and Me Spa Day package. Indulge in a scrumptious
and traditional afternoon tea, Heat and Ice Experiences,
a multi-level experience which will invigorate the body
providing different sensations, as well as a choice of
treatment from the following: Soothing Back, Neck and
Shoulder Massage (25 minutes); Energising express facial
(25 minutes); Pregnancy Back Massage (25 minutes).

www.whittleburyhall.co.uk

DoubleTree by Hilton,
Cadbury House

Bristol

Take relaxation to another level at DoubleTree by Hilton,
Cadbury House, the South West’s finest four-star boutique
hotel and spa. Set within rolling English countryside,
Cadbury House is an ideal place for a full blown spa break
and offers truly breathtaking views across North Somerset
and the Bristol Channel.
The Two Night Macro Retreat package here offers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation in a four star boutique-style room
Complimentary breakfast
Full use of the health club and spa, complete with a
swimming pool, steam room and jacuzzi
Dinner in the renowned Marco Pierre White Steakhouse
Spa day which includes a Back, Neck and Shoulder
massager per person for day one
Reviver Facial Treatment per person on day two

Although part of the DoubleTree by Hilton brand, the hotel
is run by passionate local people who ensure that you are
given a personal touch every time you visit.

www.cadburyhotelbristol.co.uk/
spa-breaks
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K West Hotel

London

A world where rock and roll swagger meets urban cool!
Situated smack bang in the middle of things you will only be
a five minutes’ walk away from Westfield London, Europe’s
largest inner-city shopping mall and the O2 Shepherd’s
Bush Empire. K West offers a unique experience which has
a whisky-soaked music heritage running through its veins.
An edgy urban retreat where you can relax in comfort
without any pretentious hoo-ha’s. If you want to wear your
shades indoors; they won’t judge, so go ahead! Create
unforgettable moments and enjoy some quality time in
the K spa; a holistic haven where mind, body and spirit
converge.
Hotel guests can enjoy the Wet Spa for just £20 per person
and if you book any 50 minute holistic spa treatment, you
will receive complimentary Wet Spa access. The Wet Spa
features London’s first Snow Paradise, as well as sauna,
sanarium, steam room, foot baths and a Hydrotherapy
pool. We would highly recommend booking in advance as
the Wet Spa access is subject to availability.

St Michaels Hotel

Cornwall

Escape to the coast and stay in a luxury four star hotel in
Falmouth, only a stone’s throw from Gyllyngvase Beach.
Enjoy the tranquil waters that Cornwall’s South coast has
to offer whilst restoring, renewing and rejuvenating! There
is a brand new Health Club boasting a state of the art
gym, three fitness studios and a 17m pool with separate
sauna, steam room and jet fountains. In addition, there is
complimentary guest access allowing you to feel good
again! The Spa and Beauty lounge features a range of
treatments from manicures and facials to deep tissue
massages, so why not treat yourself to a luxury break?
The signature St Michaels Spa Break is perfectly designed
for all-over wellness. Enjoy a one night stay, your choice of a
massage or facial and a delicious three-course dinner with
the best of contemporary Cornish cuisine. All packages
also include bed and breakfast along with full access to the
Health Club, allowing you to walk away feeling completely
rejuvenated.

www.stmichaelshotel.co.uk

www.k-west.co.uk
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Cook up a treat
this Mother’s Day

RECIPE
RECIPECORNER
CORNER
These little fairy cakes are filled
with orange curd and topped
with icing; just perfect for little
hands and adults alike!

Preparation time
Less than
30 minutes

Cooking time
10-30 minutes

Makes 12
Nutritional value

Approx. 209 calories
per cake

Orange Butterfly Cakes

Ingredients

Equipment and preparation

•

100g/3oz baking spread

You will need a bun tin line

•

100g/3oz caster sugar

•

2 large free-range eggs

Method

•

100g/3oz self-raising flour

•

1 level tsp baking powder

•

1 orange, grated zest only

For the filling
•

3 tbsp orange curd

For the icing

•

50g/1oz soft butter

•

100g/3oz sifted icing sug

ar

Top Tip!

d with 12 fairy cake cases

1.
2.

Preheat the oven to 180C/3
50F/Gas 4 (160C fan).
Put all the cake ingredients
into a large bowl and beat
well for
2-3 minutes, or until the mix
ture is well-blended and sm
ooth.
Fill each paper case with abo
ut 35g/1¼oz of mixture.
3. Bake in the preheated
oven for about 15-20 minute
s, or until
the cakes are well risen and
golden-brown. Lift the pap
er
cases out of the bun tin and
cool the cakes on a wire rac
k.
4. When cool, cut a disc
from the top of each cake
leaving a
little gap around the edge
and cut this slice in half. Spo
on half
a teaspoonful of orange cur
d in each.
5. To make the icing, bea
t the butter and icing sugar
together
until well blended. Pipe or
spoon a swirl of buttercrea
m on
top of the orange curd and
place the half slices of cak
e on
top to resemble butterfly win
gs. Dust the cakes with icin
g
sugar to finish.

You can find this recipe at ww
w.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/or
ange_butterfly_cakes_82059

The cakes will keep in a cak
e tin for up to 3-4 days or
can be frozen for up to one
are not as deep as cupcak
month. Fairy cakes
es or muffins so look for sha
llower cake trays and make
paper case to fill the tin. You
sure you buy the right
can also make these with
lemon zest and lemon cur
d if preferred.
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Strengthening
consumer
redress in the
housing market
The government is seeking opinions about its official
options when it comes to the issue of creating a new
redress system for customers of agents and others
In a statement recently released,
Housing Secretary Sajid Javid
announced that dissatisfied
owners and tenants should have, “a
clearer version of redress for their
grievances.”
This consultation seeks views on
redress for consumers of housing. It
covers the following issues:
•
the current complaints and
redress landscape, how it is
working and if more can be done
to improve it
•
what standards and services
should be expected of a redress
scheme/an ombudsman
•
how to fill the existing gaps
between current services
•
whether a single ombudsman
service is needed to simplify
access to redress across housing,
and if so, what form that should
take and what its remit should be
The eight week consultation
is currently underway and an
online form is available until April
16th 2018. With the consultation
open to all including tenants,
landlords, homeowners, and
existing ombudsman schemes, the
government has said that it will also
provide more information on future
proposals to the housing redress
process following the conclusion of
this particular consultation.
“For too long, tenants and
homeowners have navigated
multiple complaints procedures to
resolve disputes about everyday
household repairs and maintenance,”
commented Javid. “Fixing this
housing crisis is about more than just
building homes; it’s ensuring people
have the answers available when
something goes wrong.”

A message from…
the Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP Secretary
of State for Housing, Communities
and Local Government

“The current landscape does not
support this. There’s not one redress
scheme but many and each operate
different practices. Even this array
of schemes does not entirely cover
the issues that consumers might
encounter.

“Ultimately, I want to simplify the
“Our broken housing market is one
process so that people have a clearer
of the greatest barriers to progress
and simpler route to redress. That’s
in Britain today. We have already set
why I am consulting on options
out comprehensive
plans to build
more homes – and
Fixing this housing crisis is about
have begun to see
more than just building homes; it’s
progress, with the
biggest increase in
ensuring people have the answers
the number of new
available when something goes wrong
homes for almost a
decade last year.
“But fixing the market is about more
than building more homes. Having a
roof over your head is not a luxury,
and moving home is not always an
easy option when problems occur.
That’s why it’s so important that
consumers have swift, effective
routes to complain when things go
wrong; that they know where to
go, and are clear about what they
can expect.

for streamlining redress services,
including considering whether the
answer might be a single housing
ombudsman service: a single,
transparent and accountable body
with a remit that covers the whole of
the housing sector.
“In the meantime there are also
steps we can take to improve redress
across the market.”

Read it…
This consultation seeks views on improving redress in the housing sector,
including exploring the option of a single housing ombudsman.
It closes at 11:45pm on 16 April 2018.
You can see the full consultation document at:

www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-consumer-redress-in-housing

Our experienced lettings team are on hand to
answer any questions you may have and help
you make the perfect home. Contact us today
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Nailsworth 01453 833747
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Kings Stanley

Offers over £450,000

A well presented four bedroom detached property situated in a popular position at Middleyard, Kings Stanley. The property has clearly
been the subject of improvement and refurbishment in recent years and offers spacious accommodation to include a kitchen/breakfast
room, 18’ sitting room, dining room and conservatory. The interior is complemented by driveway parking, an integral garage and a private
south facing landscaped garden with a good view up to Penn Woods and the surrounding countryside. EPC=D (Lead photo is of the Rear
View)

Windsoredge

£375,000

A charming three bedroom semi detached Cotswold stone cottage situated within this quiet hamlet high above Nailsworth and enjoying
outstanding views towards Amberley and Windsoredge. The property offers spacious accommodation throughout with character features
including stripped wooden floors and wood burning stoves. The level gardens are mostly to the front of the cottage with seating area,
lawns, herbaceous borders, climbing roses and honeysuckle. The property also benefits from parking for two vehicles. EPC=E

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk

lettings@peterjoy.co.uk

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

South Woodchester

£325,000

Nailsworth

£299,500

An attached Grade II listed four bedroom Cotswold stone character
property situated in the heart of popular South Woodchester with
flexible accommodation, a character feel and a good garden with
views across the chimney pots of the neighbouring properties to
countryside beyond.

A three bedroom semi detached red brick period house in a handy
position just above the shops and amenities of Nailsworth with
some nice character touches, flexible spaces and gardens to front
and rear with a useful timber built workshop. EPC=E

Nailsworth

Nailsworth

£265,000

A well presented three bedroom attached modern house situated
in a corner position in a popular cul-de-sac above Nailsworth. The
accommodation includes 17’ kitchen/dining room, 17’ sitting room,
south facing garden, garage and parking. EPC=C

£140,000

A one bedroom first floor apartment with good proportioned
rooms and situated within the popular Hanover Gardens retirement
complex located within the heart of this popular town of Nailsworth
and enjoying views over the surrounding countryside. EPC=C

peterjoy.co.uk

Stroud 01453 766333
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Chalford Hill

£630,000

A charming attached four bedroom 17th Century family home situated in an elevated position. This location allows for easy access to several
well regarded schools and countryside walks on the doorstep. The well presented accommodation includes a living room with a feature
stone built fireplace and doors leading out to the rear garden that take full advantage of the glorious views and a kitchen/breakfast room with
contemporary fitted kitchen and marble work surfaces. Externally there is a pretty garden, parking and a garage. EPC = E

Stroud

£585,000

A substantial four bedroom detached family house situated approximately two miles from Stroud in a popular elevated position at
Farmhill. The light and airy interior is complimented by large landscaped gardens of in excess of a ¼ acre taking full advantage of the
stunning westerly views. The property has recently been renovated to include new double glazing throughout. Externally the property
offers good driveway parking and a double garage. EPC = E

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk

lettings@peterjoy.co.uk

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

£425,000

Bussage

£280,000

SO
ST LD
C

Dudbridge

A light and spacious Grade II Listed, five/six bedroom home located
in Dudbridge Close to Stroud Town. The property has recently been
upgraded with new kitchen, bathrooms, flooring, central heating and
sash windows. EPC = N/A

A charming, two bedroom detached character cottage situated in a
quiet elevated rural position at Old Bussage with gardens, parking
and superb views across the valley and has been improved and
decorated by the current owner. EPC = D

Ruscombe

Stroud

£270,000

A spacious and well-presented three bedroom family home located
in the very popular village of Ruscombe and offered to the market
Chain Free. This elevated location allows for stunning views across
open countryside and good walks on the door step. EPC = D

£250,000

A charming Grade II Listed three bedroom house situated just
over a mile west of Stroud centre. Internally offering living room,
dining room and modern kitchen, externally garden to front and
rear. EPC = N/A

peterjoy.co.uk

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Stroud Interiors
OBSESSED WITH FABRIC & DESIGN

home accessories

soft furnishing

fabrics

curtains & blinds

C a l l Na n c y o n 0 1 4 5 3 7 5 1 1 1 2
stroudinteriors1@gmail.com
www.stroudinteriors.co.uk
6–7 Witheys Yard, 55 High Street, Stroud Glos. GL5 1AS

Fieldfare Café

at Thistledown Farm

We’re now open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday!

Our café is set in 75 acres of beautiful
meadow and woodland overlooking Woodchester
Park. We serve lunch from our wood-fired clay
oven & charcoal BBQ Weds to Sun, brunch Sat &
Sun and evening meals on selected weekends.
We use local, free range and Organic produce
and our menu changes regularly: slowroasted joints, succulent meats and burgers,
homemade pâtés, soups and stews, delicious
salads, freshly cooked flatbreads and sharing

thistledown.org.uk

01453 860420

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk

plates, and we offer vegan & gluten free
options. Fine teas, coffees & delicious
homemade cakes served 9am to 4:30pm. Why
not come up for an autumn walk and enjoy
a hot drink with stunning views beside our
woodburner! Groups and Christmas lunches
are welcome - our festive menu is perfect
if you’re looking for an alternative to
turkey! We stock delicious sourdough bread,
our own preserves, Organic milk and more.

thistledown, tinkley lane, nympsfield, GL10 3UH
lettings@peterjoy.co.uk

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

Life is busy.
Don’t let your
house move get
in the way.

Leave it with us.
With each property case having their own dedicated
legal team, everybody on the team is up to speed on
its progress and will able to answer any queries you
may have quickly and confidently.
We communicate with our clients via skype, email
or telephone. Whichever method suits you.
Call today. 0333 003 0688
www.thomas.legal

A4 Advert.indd 1

08/08/2017 15:00

peterjoy.co.uk

peterjoy.tv

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

HM interiors

Decorating & Design
Mobile 0779 868 5199
Nailsworth (01453) 833226
info@hminteriors.biz

HMinteriors offers a complete, professional
decorating service.
Whether you require a single room or your
entire house decorated HMinteriors will be
happy to advise you.
Contact us now for a free quote.

Stroud 07974 341393
New builds

Walls & stonework

Extensions

Renovations

Maintenance

Electrical work

sales@inspired.build

www.inspired.build

Your Local, Family Run removals & storage company

To speak with a member of our relocation team please call us on Stroud: 01453 297101

www.swift-removalsandstorage.co.uk
nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk

info@swift-removalsandstorage.co.uk

lettings@peterjoy.co.uk

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

MYNE URE
INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL
ADVISER

MORTGAGES

INCOME
PROTECTION

LIFE
ASSURANCE
FINANCIAL
REVIEW
CRITICAL
ILLNESS

ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL…
SEEKING THE BEST MORTGAGE FIT FOR YOU?
For a whole of market mortgage experience – call Myne & Ure IFA Ltd.
The independent mortgage advisor that offers over 25 years
of independent mortgage and protection expertise.
So, for a personal, tailored mortgage and protection service

call our team on 01453 769700 or email info@manduifa.co.uk
Myne & Ure IFA Limited is an appointed representative of Owen & Associates which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Not all of the products and services that
we offer are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT.

peterjoy.co.uk

peterjoy.tv

Op e n y o u r eye s

t o some thi n g n ew t h i s

M o t her' s
D ay

I’m marketing my
property with
Peter Joy

Share with friends
Request a viewing
Local schools
View on a map
Value my home

Call us today for a

f ree m a rke t a p p r a i s a l
Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333
Lettings 01453 833847

Let yourself be spoiled
Take time to relax this Mother’s
Day. While you’re taking time out
and making memories, we’ll do the hard
work for you to ensure that your property gets noticed
by the right people, at the right time. It’s our gift to you

peterjoy.co.uk

