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SPRUCE UP YOUR KITCHEN BBQ DELIGHTS SUMMER GETAWAY 

MAKE YOUR 
GARDEN SHINE



Hello from 
the Editor!

Spring is here, which means it’s time to start preparing your 
garden for the sunny times ahead: from a spring clean to 
the importance of a compost bin, we’ve got you covered!

Make your 
garden shine

With the spring and summer seasons 
on the way – destined (we hope) to 
bring warmer weather, a wonderful 
way to celebrate this is by making your 
garden the best it can be. Whether it’s 
only a small plot, or boasting acreage, 
there is no excuse not to get out there 
and show your garden the love it’s 
been missing throughout winter. 
It’s time to bring your garden to life!

One of the biggest complements to all 
the garden work you will do in spring 
is the extra colour, life and exuberance 
summer will bring to it. There are 
certain plants and flowers which really 
show off their full potential when 
summer comes around too (more on 
this later on). A particularly efficient 
thing you can do at this early stage 
is to get your orders in for the things 
youll need for summer, such as 

flowering bulbs and seeds. You could 
perhaps even make some additions to 
your gardening toolset.

You should now be ready to begin 
with what is perhaps the most 
fundamentally important task of all:
a good old-fashioned spring clean! 
Rid your garden of all debris, such as 
leaves, sticks, and any other general 
rubbish you may find lurking amongst 
your grassy canvas. The plant beds 
might also be littered with weeds 
and other infestations; using a rake 
can help expose these. Make sure any 
outbuildings, including greenhouses, 
are thoroughly cleaned/tidied out so 
that they can function healthily as 
hubs for the brighter seasons. The 
floor, benches and the inside of the 
glass of the greenhouse should all 
be doused with disinfectant to kill 
any pests and/or diseases that may 
still linger from the winter. Since any 
respectable gardener will have a 
trusty toolset, making sure the tools 
themselves are clean is paramount. 
A great tip is to put your rusty tools 
in white vinegar – leave them soaking 
for a few hours, and it will dissolve 
the rust off of the metal.

Welcome to the May issue of 
Property News!

Well, summer is getting ever 
closer and all of us here are 
dreaming of warmer days, 
lighter nights and a refreshed 
and invigorated mind, which 
we can put to our advantage to 
achieve everything on our tick 
list when it comes to making the 
most of our home environment.

And what better way to start 
than with your garden! Inside 
this issue we give you top tips 
on spring cleaning your garden – 
from simply cutting the grass to 
weeding borders; it all makes a 
difference.

Also inside this issue we cook up 
a storm in the kitchen by giving 
you simple ideas to spruce it up 
– without spending a fortune.

However, if you’re dreaming of 
sunnier climes away from home, 
then why not take a look at our 
travel guide inside. This month 
we take a look at Benidorm – 
which is home to the series of 
the same name.

As ever, there is lots more inside 
to keep you reading and we 
hope you enjoy it as much as we 
have putting it together for you.

Until next time, happy reading!

Linda McKeown
Editor

A great tip is to put your rusty 
tools in white vinegar – leave 
them soaking for a few hours, 
and it will dissolve the rust off 

of the metal
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garden shine

pruning and hedge trimming are by no means trivial jobs. 
On the contrary, there are a wide range of benefits your 
garden will glean from this. Encouraging more fruit buds to 
grow for the lighter seasons ahead, preventing fruit bushes 
and spring shrubs from expanding to an unreasonable 
size, allowing for better flowering to flourish, and even 
deterring diseases from festering are some of those 
benefits. Furthermore, the condition of the grass itself is 
vitally important to make sure there will be a successful 
bloom during the spring and summer seasons. Feeding 
the lawn will increase vigour and help prevent weeds and 
moss from growing.

Few flowers represent the joy of 
summer quite like the Coreopsis. 
They are stunning to the eye and 
prove to be very little hassle for the 
gardener. But our top pick for the 
best summer flowers has to be the 
Gloriosa Daisy. Commonly known as 

Black Eyed Susan, it 
has bright yellow to 
orange petals with a 
deep brown to black 
centre. It grows up 
to 3.5 feet tall and 
also survives during 
cooler weather. 
The Gloriosa Daisy 
attracts butterflies 
and  bees, making it 
an absolutely perfect 
adornment for the 
summer season.

Something every good gardener 
should have in their armoury is a 
compost bin. It should consist of 
a good balance of grass clippings, 

vegetable 
peelings, paper 
and wood 
pruning. As well 
as it being a bin 
for gardening 
waste, it 
will also be 
beneficial for 
your plants as 
it turns into 
compost.

Now, the worst thing to happen at this stage 
would be for all of this hard work to have 
been in vain. Pests, such as slugs, will love to 
eat your newly planted vegetation! Dousing 
these new projects with various chemicals 
isn’t the only solution though. Slugs, for 
instance, hate crushed egg shells. So why 
not line your plant and flower beds with 
these to keep slugs at bay and protect 
your hardwork!

Some of the best vegetables to 
grow in spring are peas, kale, 
radishes, lettuce, chard and 
spinach, whilst there is an array 
of different plants and flowers to 
grow too. But nothing lends itself 
to summer like a spectacular 
set of flowers to brighten your 
day. The Yarrow, bright yellow 
in their appearance, can be recognised as one 
of the best flowers to plant this summer, as it’s 
easily adaptable to the weather, and will blossom 
with minimum care. Marigolds, typically with a 
beautiful golden look, are flowers that are both 
easy to plant and easy to care for; they can also 
come in a variety of different colours, making 
them ideal for landscaping and contrasting 
them against other vibrant florals.The Dahlia, 
with a vibrant shades of colour, make beautiful 
symmetrical balls of brightly coloured petals that 
will cheer up any garden.

Your newly laid flower beds will crave their soil being 
cultivated, as it will help the flowers thrive to their 
full potential. The more time you spend on this, the 
more thoroughly the soil will be prepared for your 
plants and flowers. Dig an entire trench down the 
plant bed, and transport soil from one end to the 
other and vice versa. This will fully refresh the soil 
and give it some aeration.
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When it comes to sprucing up your kitchen, 
it doesn’t have to cost the earth. Simple 
changes can make a huge difference but 
with little impact on your purse strings

Replace kitchen doors
If the layout of your kitchen works well as it is and your 
units are in good condition, then look to just replace the 
doors and drawer fronts, rather than the whole units. 
Doing this will certainly save you a lot of money!

As your doors are central to the look and feel of your 
kitchen, it’s worth spending a little bit more to get the 
style you want. Many of the big-name kitchen companies 
sell replacement doors as well as fully fitted kitchens, 
but it’s also worth looking on second-hand sites, such as 
eBay, for cheaper doors.

Re-paint cupboard doors instead
If your existing kitchen cupboards are in good condition 
all round, and you don’t want to spend money on 
replacing all door and drawer fronts, you could re-paint 
them instead. The great thing about going for this option 
is that you can pretty much paint any type of door – and 
there’s a huge selection of colours you can choose from!

update your 
wall colour

update 
appliances

However, before you embark on this option, it’s important 
to note that you will need to properly prepare your doors 
before you get painting. Clean and prime doors before 
you apply the first layer of colour. Most DIY shops and 
paint specialists have detailed advice on how to paint 
specific types of doors. Or if painting isn’t your thing,
you could pay someone to do it for you.

Add new handles
The easiest and perhaps cheapest option of updating 
the look of your kitchen is to change the door handles. 
It may sound like it won’t have a big impact but it’s 
amazing the difference new handles can have on the look 
of your cupboards. Pair this with newly painted units 
and it will really transform the space.

Renew worktops
Kitchen worktops come in a wide range of materials 
and finishes. You can opt for the more expensive varieties 
such as solid wood and granite or go for cheaper 
alternatives such as laminate on chipboard or MDF.

Laminate-covered worktops are a flexible choice, as 
they come in a range of realistic effects, including granite, 
wood, stone or slate and are a popular choice – with 44% 
of Which? members having a laminate worktop.

Give your 
kitchen a 
facelift

Thinking about moving? Talk to us now! We will be on hand to help 
market your property in the quickest time and for the best possible price



Replace or re-paint kitchen doors 

update your 
wall colour

replace blinds

renew your 
work tops 

Replacing worktops can be one of the more costly 
upgrades as you’re likely to need an experienced 
tradesperson to come in and cut everything to size. 
However, it’s the one thing that can cause the most 
dramatic change.

Update your wall colour
A lick of paint goes a long way to changing the 
dimensions of a room. If you’re changing doors and/
or worktops, then why not make the most of the 
opportunity and change your wall colour too.

Upgrade kitchen appliances
If you decide to buy all new appliances, according to 
Which? a typical collection, including a washing machine, 
built-in oven, hob, cooker hood, dishwasher and fridge 
freezer, will cost from around £1,500 for budget best 
buys, while for a top-of-the range best buy American-
style fridge freezer, dishwasher, range cooker and hood 
will set you back around £5,000.

New blinds
If they’re looking tired and no longer match your wall 
colour – especially if you have re-painted – then change 
these too. There are lots of options available such as 
roller blinds and vertical blinds. Do your research to work 
out what will work best for you and your kitchen.

Kitchen sales and second hand kitchens
If you really can’t get away with making minimal changes 
and need a total kitchen re-fit, then make sure you keep 
an eye out for the sales to grab a bargain kitchen. Post-
Christmas, pre-Easter and summer are usually good times 
to buy.

And if you’re able to, make sure that you pay at least 
£100 of the deposit on your credit card. This will give 
you extra rights, should you encounter problems later on. 
Remember to also check the payment schedule before 
signing any contracts for products and fitting.

Another viable option is to buy a second-hand kitchen. 
However, if going for this option, it’s vital to check that all 
fits well and that care has been taken to avoid damaging 
the units when they are removed from its original site.
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 If you really can’t get away with making 
minimal changes and need a total kitchen 
re-fit, then make sure you keep an eye out 

for the sales to grab a bargain kitchen

Top tip
You don't have to use the kitchen company you 
buy from to install it; 18% of people in a Which? 
survey found their own installer, while 9% 
installed it themselves and 7% got a friend 
or family member to do it!
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Game Over Ceramic Mug

Looks just like a game controller! Perfect for any 
gamer. Two handles look similar to controller 
buttons and the inside bottom of the mug has 
the words ‘Game Over’ imprinted.

£ 9.99
www.truffleshuffle.co.uk

Sass & Belle Ziggy the 
Flamingo Mug
Say hello to Ziggy the flamingo! 
Mugs don't get much better than
this and it features a flamingo 
head shaped handle and a cute 
pink chevron pattern.

£ 7.64 
www.flamingogifts.co.uk

Fox Mug
This fun fox shaped mug features a 
bushy tail for a handle – and is great 
for any animal lover. Made with high 
quality ceramic, it’s microwaveable 
and dishwasher safe.

£ 8 .99
www.iwantoneofthose.com

Novelty Shaped Space Mug
Ideal for any space enthusiast – adult 
or child – this space inspired ceramic 
mug will be sure to get people talking!

£ 4.30
www.homeshopcatalogue.co.uk
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They’re 
mug-tastic!

They’re 
mug-tastic!

Brighten up your kitchen and drink your cuppa in 
style with a selection of our favourite quirky mugs

Pretty in pinkPretty in pink

Get foxy!Get foxy!



Golfing Mug
If they know what a mashie-niblick 
is, then they’ll love this. Get a golfer a 
gift that’s above par (in a good way) 
with this multifunctional stoneware 
golf mug, golf club-styled pen and 
foam ball.

£ 11.99
www.nauticalia.com

Personalised Tea Mug
Perfect for the office or at home, everyone will know exactly 
how you take your brew. The words, 'TEA', 'MILK' and 'SUGAR' 
are fixed to the face of the mug, whilst the rest is up to you. 
Simply add any name or nickname to be printed and include 
the word, 'yes' or 'no' beside each of the components of your 
perfect cup of tea!

£ 5.00
www.personalisedgiftsshop.co.uk

Donut Mug
If a cup of coffee and a donut is the type of 
breakfast that wakes you up in the morning, 
then this mug needs to belong in your cabinet!

£7.99
www.findmeagift.co.uk

Unicorn Cookie Mug
Unicorn’s are still a big fashion trend so this 
mug is perfect for any unicorn lover! And what’s 
more, it has a handy biscuit pocket to store your 
biscuits, ready for dunking!

£ 7.99
www.iwantoneofthose.com

Amplifier Fun Mug
This creative designed mug is perfectly suitable for sound 
technicians, musicians and all that like it loud!

£ 9.99
www.emp.co.uk

Tee off!Tee off!



To celebrate the 40th anniversary, cinemas around the 
country premiered a re-mastered and improved version 
of the film. But what of the main stars, Sandy and Danny? 
Olivia is currently battling her second bout of breast 
cancer. She beat the condition in 1992, but insists she is 
“feeling good”. Even though she was born in Cambridge, 
England, Olivia grew up in Australia and is seen by fans 
as an Aussie – and she played a native Aussie in her 
famous role as Sandy Olsen in Grease!

Olivia’s career has spanned five decades and has seen her 
sell over 100 million albums.“It’s the 40 year anniversary 
of Grease, which I can’t believe,” says Olivia. “Time goes 
so fast. It is so exciting.”

Meanwhile, after Grease John Travolta continued to make 
films, with the Hollywood star featuring in hits such as 
Pulp Fiction, Look Who’s Talking and Face Off.

The Hollywood star says he is shocked that the movie 
will be four decades old in June. “Can you believe it? 
The movie that lasts forever! I’m celebrating it.”

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the 
release of Grease, which remains as iconic a 
film today as it did when it was first released 
in 1978
Originally released to North American theatres on 16th 
June 1978, Grease was an immediate box office success.
In its opening weekend, the film grossed $8,941,717 in 
the United States and Canada, ranking No. 2, behind
Jaws 2 at the box office for the weekend and with the 
all-time opening weekend records. Despite losing the 
weekend, Grease set a record gross in its first 19
days with $40,272,000.

The UK release came on 14th September 1978 and it tells 
the story of the friendships, romances and adventures of 
a group of high school kids in the 1950s, with wholesome 
exchange student, Sandy (Olivia Newton-John) and a 
leather-clad Danny (John Travolta) having a summer 
romance. But what happens when they meet again at 
Rydell High School? We’re sure everyone knows the 
story well and how it ends, such is its iconic status!

But did you know that Grease cost just £3.6m to make, 
while earning almost £290m at the box office in 1978? 
It has earned that sum again in re-runs and video and 
DVD sales.

The music soundtrack was a smash too, turning the 
relatively unknown Olivia Newton-John into a global star 
with her first major movie role.And globally, it was the 
highest-grossing musical ever, eclipsing the 13-year-old 
record held by The Sound of Music. However, this has since 
been overtakenby Les Misérables, Mamma Mia! and the 
2017 release of Beauty and the Beast, making Grease now 
the fourth highest-grossing live action musical.

is still the word!

Did you know?
• A sequel, Grease 2, was released in 1982, with Maxwell 

Caulfield and Michelle Pfeiffer in lead roles. However, 
       few of the original cast members reprised their roles.

• ‘Hopelessly Devoted To You’ was added to the film 
after filming ended as the producers wanted Sandy 
to have a solo ballad. Ironically, it went on to be the 
only song nominated for an Oscar!

• Grease had a product placement agreement with 
Coca-Cola. However, it fell through too late in the 
production process. Therefore, any products that 
would have appeared were blurred out.

Originally released to 
North American theatres 

on 16th June 1978, Grease 
was an immediate box 

office success



Fewer sporting venues can match the rich heritage 
and history of the Ascot Racecourse. Over the past 
300 years, Ascot has established itself as a national 
institution; becoming the centrepiece of the British 
social calendar and the ultimate stage for the best 
racehorses in the world 

This June, the anticipated event returns to the historic 
bandstands, with six top class races during the event, 
and each of the five days are sure to be unforgettable. 
And with a choice of four enclosures each with an 
individual character, spectators can create their own 
truly special occasion.

Back in 1711, Queen Anne saw the potential for a 
racecourse at Ascot, when it was originally called East 
Cote. When out riding near Windsor Castle she came 
upon an area of open heath that looked, in her words, 
“ideal for horses to gallop at full stretch.”

Since these origins over 300 years ago, the Royal event 
has somewhat evolved, with the Queen attending the 
annual event every year – arriving each day in a horse-
drawn carriage. To celebrate its 300th birthday in 2011, 
the Queen was accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, 
Prince Charles, the Duchess of Cornwall, Princesses 
Beatrice and Eugenie.

Royal Ascot is known for its extravagant outfits worn by 
punters, and its dress code invites guests to contribute 
to an occasion heralded as a major fashion event, and 
some parts of the course require ladies to wear a hat.

The Gold Cup still remains the feature race of the Royal 
Ascot, and is colloquially known as ‘Ladies’ Day’. 
The Gold Cup stands proudly as the showpiece event 
of Royal Ascot week and is the world’s premier race
for horses that are specialists over long distance.
Modern tradition has scheduled the race for the middle 
day of the meeting when the fashion and glamour is at 
its full peak!

This year’s sporting event promises to be as 
spectacular as ever for the racegoers, from the arrival 
of the Royal Procession at 2pm sharp, to the singing 
around the Bandstand. 

The final day of the event will see a fitting finale, as 
the Royal Ascot closes with the Group One Diamond 
Jubilee Stakes – one of the world’s great international 
sprint races and the second British leg of the Global 
Spirit Challenge. It was famously won in 2012 by 
Australian mare Black Caviar, who put her unbeaten 
record on the line to ensure global prestige.Tickets for 
the famous event are now on sale and it will also be 
broadcast around the world during the week. 

For tickets and more information, visit 
www.ascot.co.uk/Royal-Ascot.
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is still the word!

All images can be found at royalascot.com

Facts and figures
On average, over the five days, 
racegoers consume:

• 51,000 bottles of champagne
• 160,000 glasses of Pimm’s
• 121,000 pints of beer
• 42,000 bottles of wine
• 5,000 kilos of salmon
• 7,000 Cornish and Folkstone crabs
• 2,900 lobsters
• 2,400 kilos of beef sirloin
• 3,700 rumps of English lamb
• 10,000 Angus steaks
• 1,000 kilos of Cornish clotted cream
• 35,000 spears of English asparagus
• 50,000 macaroons
• 7,000 punnets of berries
• 30,000 chocolate choux eclairs
• 89,000 bottles of mineral water



Give your 
home the 
green light!
Green is such a vibrant colour which embraces 
natural shades and can come in so many 
variations; from fresh and zesty, subtle pastels to 
pistachio green and mint. The options really are 
endless. But how do you incorporate it into 
your home?

Think of the colour green and you’ll conjure up 
images of relaxation, peace and the environment; 
and bringing that into your home will create an 
atmosphere full of energy, life and harmony. Now, 
you don’t want to go overboard and paint all your 
walls green, add lime cushions and a khaki green 
rug. That really is over doing it! 

However, adding splashes of green will really bring 
your home to life in the most beautiful way! 

Splashes of green 
will really bring your 
home to life in the 
most beautiful way
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Talk to us now about our innovative range of products
 that will get your property noticed, including your 
FREE property website to share on social media



Add touches of colour

If you don’t want to commit to painting or decorating your walls, then why 
not incorporate colour in your furniture instead? Adding splashes of colour 
can really brighten up and bring any room to life. 

The great thing about the colour green is that it works really well with every 
single colour! A deep forest green in particular makes a room feel cosy yet 
cool and shady, just what you want during the summer months. Match it with 
woods and leathers which feature orangey undertones allowing for a rustic 
yet glamorous transformation.

Adding cushions to a room can provide a great opportunity to add colour 
and texture and can really pull a room together. However, ensure that your 
cushions are not the same colour or print as your sofa as these will blend in 
and get lost. Green cushions work well with beiges, browns, blacks and even 
brighter colours such as reds, purples and blues; doing this can even be more 
effective than hanging up artwork in a room.

You can also add green to a room by incorporating plants and foliage which 
will instantly liven up any space. Using a bright pot will make a fun colourful 
feature too. As well as the benefits of adding beautiful colour, plants also 
help purify the air, increase oxygen and remove toxins. Peace Lilies are great 
for bathrooms and damp areas as they help remove mould from the air; 
whereas a Snake Plant is perfect for the kitchen or rooms with woodburners 
as they help remove the nitrogen oxide which is produced from fuel 
burning appliances.

Add a dash
of paint

The easiest and most simple way to 
add colour to your home is through 
decorating the walls. Green can be 
such a dominant colour so if you 
are looking for something bold then 
you should only start with an accent 
wall. Choose your perfect bold 
shade of green in either the form of 
wallpaper or paint and match with 
shades of grey and white; this will 
make it a far more dramatic choice. 

A pale green has a light and calming 
effect and using it in large areas, 
such as the living room, will work 
well. Mix in a range of fun patterns 
through furniture, wall art, rugs, 
cushions and curtains. However, 
don’t go completely crazy; ensure 
you use similar tones and shades. 

Top Tip: Glass furniture, from 
lamps to coffee tables, will help 
tone colours down.

If you prefer to use wallpaper for 
your accent wall with a feature 
print then match with similar tones, 
which will allow the two elements 
to blend and work well together. A 
pickle green can look really lovely 
with an olive green; combining 
both of these will bring both light 
and dark shades to your room and 
maximise the light and warmth.

Bringing greenery into your kitchen 
will also introduce a natural and 
traditional look. A sage green or 
even a soft green on your cabinet 
doors will help create a country 
looking kitchen and provide a 
fresh outlook and introduce 
the outdoors inside. This works 
especially well if you have 
wooden work surfaces too! 

Add green to 
a room by 
incorporating 
plants and foliage
which will instantly 
liven up any space

Great colours that go together!
•  For a natural look use moss green and a soft blue which will resemble 
    the shades of a forest and a blue sky
•  A calming look can be created by using a sea-foam green along with 
    a chocolate brown; you will also find that a lot of spas use this soothing 
    combination – and for good reason too! 
•  Kelly green and bright white works well to create a fresh and exciting 
   look as they really do contrast. 
• Lime greens and soft pinks embrace a playful visual which will work great 
    in a bathroom, nursery or playroom, offering a cheery, light-hearted vibe.



B E N I D O R M
Summer is well  on its way but we al l  know that the English 

weather can sometimes be uncertain,  so why not treat 
yourself to a week away in the beautiful Spanish sunshine?

Over the past couple of months ITV has been airing 
the much-loved sitcom Benidorm, which this year 
celebrated its 10th anniversary on screen. The award 
winning comedy series features a range of guest stars 
and included comedy double-acts from The Chuckle 
Brothers and Hale and Pace. 

If you are a fan of Benidorm then you will already 
know that the Solana is the hotel featured in the show. 
However, the series is actually filmed at two different 
hotels, which includes the Sol Pelícanos Ocas and the 
Acuariam II Apartments.

What can you expect if you head 
to sunny Benidorm?
There is plenty to see and do, as well as of course 
relaxing by the pool and soaking in some Vitamin D. 
Benidorm, now known as a thriving holiday resort 
scene, once had a history of fishing, where the deep 
sea fishermen were famous all over Spain for their skills 
and were sought after in the 18th century.

The Old Town is a traditional authentic Spanish area of 
Benidorm and features a range of lovely bars, cafes and 
shops; it really should be on your list of places to visit 
and it even has a small beach, a marina and a nice park! 
The cobbled streets and the blue-domed church really 
retains the character and is a great place to experience 
some Spanish culture.

If you want to enjoy a family fun day out, Benidorm 
even has an animal park! Mundomar is a great place 
for children and adults alike and includes a range 
of different species of mammals, birds and reptiles, 
with a variety of shows. You can even enjoy special 
experiences such as swimming with sea lions, dolphin 
encounters and trainer experiences.

Relaxing on the beach is almost a priority on every 
holiday but whilst you tan up, read a book or go for 
a dip in the gorgeous sea. Benidorm’s Levante Beach 
offers pale golden sand for you to set up on and build 
those all important sand castles. Even on the busiest 
of days you can find somewhere quiet where you can 
enjoy some quality time. If, however, you are looking for 
a quieter family orientated beach Poniente, the beach 
next door to Levante has a very different atmosphere. 
Poniente also is accessible for wheelchair users. 

If you don’t fancy a day at the beach or a swim in the 
sea then visit Aqualandia, which is situated just next 
door to Mundomar and is one of Spain’s oldest and 
best water parks. New rides and amusements are 
added almost every season and it includes one of the 
tallest water slides in Europe. This really is a great day 
out in Benidorm and is perfect for all-round family fun. 

However, if you want to explore a city outside Benidorm 
then why not take a full day excursion to Valencia, 
which is the third largest city in Spain. Valencia is a 
city rich with culture and is internationally famous for 
sporting events. Many excursions will include travel 
there and back, as well as access to the majority of 
museums, so be sure to check out what’s included in 
your tickets before you book! 

Alternatively, if you are looking for a different type of 
trip then why not visit Benidorm Island which is one of 
the region’s best natural attractions. It’s located around 
3.5km from the coast of Benidorm and you can reach 
it by travelling on a glass-bottom boat, enjoying pretty 
views full of interesting sea-life and other animals. 
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While you’re taking time out and making 
memories, we’ll do the hard work for you 
to ensure that your property gets noticed 

by the right people, at the right time. 
Ask us more about how!



The Old Town really should be on your list of places to visit
 and it even has a small beach, a marina and a nice park! 

10 Things to think about when you are travelling! 

1. Is your passport in date?
2. Ensure you have travel insurance
3. Print out all of your documents and take them with you. This includes 
       boarding passes, hotel confirmation, hotel transfers and any other trips 
       that you may have pre-booked
4. Check your luggage allowance and don’t exceed it as you may have
       to pay extra
5. Pre-book your airport parking space or transfers
6. Compare the best travel money exchange rates to get the most for 
       your money
7. If you plan to use your card abroad then make sure you tell your bank;
       you don’t want to get blocked out of your account
8. Check the weather out the week before you are due to fly
9. Ensure you pack any prescriptions that you may need whilst you 
       are away
10. Pack a universal travel plug with you as most places abroad have 
       different type of plug sockets

If you are looking for a different type 
of trip then why not visit Benidorm 
Island which is one of the region’s 

best natural attractions
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RECIPE CORNER

Home-made burgers
Not only will making your own 
save money, it’s also healthier and 
much easier than you think. The 
kids will enjoy getting their hands 
dirty too!

All you need to do is mix 
together the following 
ingredients and shape into 
patties:

•  Minced beef

•  Finely diced onion

•  Crushed garlic

•  One egg

•  Paprika

•  Drizzle of oil

•  Salt and pepper

Marinade!
The most important part of getting strong 
flavours is to marinade your meat for six hours 
(preferably overnight).This barbecued hoisin 
chicken recipe is perfect for wowing your guests, 
and when left to marinade, you’ll be feeling like 
Nigella. Cut chicken in to 2cm cubes, and mix in 
the following ingredients (add chillies if you like it 

hot):

•  1/2 bottle of hoisin sauce

•  1/4 bottle of soy sauce

•  1 tbsp of oil

•  1 clove garlic (crushed)

•  Thumb-sized piece of ginger (chopped)

•  1/2 bottle of honey

When you’re ready to cook, skewer up the 
chicken and fire up the BBQ – keep basting 
with the remaining sauce until it’s cooked.

Play your sides right!
Often overlooked, the sides are a great 
accompaniment to all selections of meat. 
Skewered veg and halloumi nicely covered in salt 
and pepper, oil, oregano, basil and lemon juice is 
always a winner!

Sides such as potato salads and coleslaw are easy 
to make, and can be made the day before so you 
have more time to sit back and relax in the sun.

To make potato salad, all you need to do is boil 
some potatoes, toss into a bowl and chuck in the 
following:

•  3 tbsp mayonnaise

•  3 tbsp olive oil

•  3 finely chopped spring onions

•  1 tbsp white wine vinegar

•  Chopped bunch of chives

•  Salt and pepper

Satisfy a sweet tooth
With every meal, you need 
something sweet for afters. Why not 
make the most of the still burning 
BBQ? Cut a slice along the length 
of a banana, fill with chocolate 
and wrap it in foil. After around 20 
minutes on the BBQ, you’ll be left 
with this hot chocolaty goodness 
within a banana. Perfect served 
with ice cream!

Top Tips !
Choose the right BBQ
It has to be charcoal. There’s 
nothing wrong with gas 
BBQ’s, but you won’t get 
that extra smoky flavour. 
The second thing you need 
is a lid: it locks in the flavour 
and keeps the temperature 
constant. You can also melt 
cheese on burgers and cook 
bigger cuts such as a leg of 
lamb or ribs.

Choose the right fuel
As soon as the sun comes 
out, we all rush out and grab 
the first pack of charcoal we 
see. However, the choice of 
coal makes a big difference 
to ease of lighting, burn time 
and the most important of 
all - flavour.

DJ BBQ, the author of 
Food Tube’s BBQ Book, 
says Lumpwood charcoal 
is the best as it will give 
maximum flavour. If you 
really want to impress, try 
adding wood chips to your 
charcoal - Hickory and oak 
go perfectly with fish and 
pork, whilst dry herbs such 
as rosemary and thyme 
are also great.

BBQ delights
As we’re getting closer to the summer, t-shirts, shorts, beers 

and BBQ’s will be out in full force – and every estate will smell of 

grilled meat. Here’s how you can impress everyone this year at 

your summer party

Don’t forget fish
Those poor fish always seem to get left out of BBQ 
parties. Grilling whole fillets of sea bass, trout or 
salmon with lemon and chopped fresh dill is an instant 
classic. Why do you think Aussies like to ‘put a prawn 
on the barbie’ so much? Because it tastes great!

Please note : Images are for illustration purposes only



What is a security deposit?
Your landlord must put your deposit in a government-
backed tenancy deposit scheme if you rent your home 
on an assured shorthold tenancy that started after 6th 
April 2007. In England and Wales your deposit can be 
registered with schemes such as the Deposit Protection 
Service, MyDeposits – including deposits that were held 
by Capita or the Tenancy Deposit 
Scheme. There are separate schemes 
in Scotland and Northern Ireland.

If you don’t rent your home on an 
assured shorthold tenancy, your 
landlord can accept valuable items (for 
example a car or watch) as a deposit 
instead of money. The items won’t be 
protected by a scheme.

A deposit scheme helps ensure that 
you get your deposit back if you:

•  meet the terms of your tenancy 
    agreement
•  don’t damage the property
•  pay your rent and bills

However, if you leave your tenancy 
early, can’t pay rent or damage the 
property, your landlord has the right to 
retain some or all of the deposit. They must
put your deposit in the scheme within 30 
days of getting it and tell you:

•  the address of the rented property
•  how much deposit you’ve paid
•  how the deposit is protected

Nearly a third of renters in the 
UK lose their deposit every year, 
totalling over £1 billion lost when 
moving out. But just what should 
you do to protect it?

Protecting your tenancy deposit

Last year, the average renter in England and Wales paid 
£1,041 for their deposit, while those renting in London can 
expect to pay on average £1,750.

Almost half of deposits were the same cost as a month’s 
rent but 40 per cent of renters had to pay more than a 
month’s rent to secure their deposits.

•  the name and contact details of the protection scheme 
    and its dispute resolution service
•  their (or the letting agency’s) name and contact details
•  the name and contact details of any third party that’s  
    paid the deposit
•  why they would keep some or all of the deposit

•  how to apply to get the deposit back
•  what to do if you can’t get hold of 
the landlord at the end of the tenancy
• what to do if there’s a dispute over 
the deposit

Your landlord must also use a scheme 
even if your deposit is paid by someone 
else, such as a rent deposit scheme or 
your parents.

At the end of your tenancy
If your deposit is protected and you’ve 
been a good tenant, then all of that 
deposit is yours by law.

If you return the property to the 
condition it was in when you first 
started renting, then you are more likely 
to get your deposit paid in full. It may 
seem obvious but do a big clean up, fill 

any holes and get rid of any blu tack that may be left on 
your walls before you leave.

If you have any further landlord or tenant queries, 
then please give us a call or pop into the office to 
speak with one of our friendly staff, who will be 
happy to help.

“The money 
you give 

your landlord is 
needed in case 
you leave your 
tenancy early, 
can’t pay rent 
or damage the 

property”



Uley £550,000

North Woodchester Price guide £625,000

A detached Cotswold stone character property located in the heart of Uley; originally built in the 1890’s as a public house which has 
recently been the subject of improvement and extension. The accommodation includes five bedrooms, 21’ family room with double doors 
to the garden, a sitting room with a wood burning stove, and a kitchen/dining room, with a cellar below. The property also benefits from 
a landscaped rear garden with lawn, vegetable beds, apple trees and two patio areas. EPC=D

A substantial detached family house situated towards the end of a select cul de sac in popular Woodchester offering spacious 
accommodation including kitchen/breakfast room, sitting room, dining room/snug, conservatory and four/five bedrooms. The house faces 
south, and the windows at the rear overlook the garden to the open land and trees behind. The property benefits from parking, a double 
garage and a generous level rear garden. EPC=C

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747



peterjoy.co.uk

£550,000

A beautifully presented four bedroom detached family home that 
has been the subject of extensive renovation and improvement by 
the current owners. Set high up in a private road and backing onto 
woodland, this high quality property enjoys outstanding views 
across the valley from the garden and many of the windows. EPC=C

Windsoredge £525,000South Woodchester

A pretty four bedroom detached barn conversion situated on the 
outskirts of the popular parish of South Woodchester with a sunny 
southerly aspect and gardens that border fields. The accommodation 
includes 21’ sitting room, 30’ conservatory and dining room. The 
property also benefits from off road parking. EPC=D

£269,950

A three bedroom semi detached family house situated in a popular 
road within walking distance of the town centre with 23’ sitting 
room, kitchen, large utility room, parking, a garage and level south 
facing rear garden with views over the valley. Offered CHAIN FREE. 
EPC=D

Nailsworth £260,000Nailsworth

A well balanced three bedroom semi detached house offering light 
and bright accommodation to include a good sized kitchen/diner, 
sitting room and cloakroom/wc. The property also benefits from a 
southerly facing rear garden and parking. EPC=C



Frampton On Severn £750,000

Frocester £650,000

A Grade II listed four bedroom character cottage with a one bedroom annex situated in a superb position overlooking the church at sought 
after Frampton On Severn with spacious, flexible accommodation including two reception rooms and a garden room. Externally there are 
beautiful gardens, driveway parking and an integral garage. Offered to the market Chain Free. EPC = N/A

A spacious property with five bedrooms that has been extended but retaining charm and character, situated in a rural location. This 
position allows for easy access to local amenities and motorway junctions whilst bordering fields. The internal accommodation includes 
three reception rooms, bath and shower rooms and a kitchen/breakfast room. Externally the gardens are just over half an acre, with 
parking, garage and workshop. EPC = D

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Stroud 01453 766333



£267,500Stroud

A well presented three bedroom character house situated less that 
one mile from Stroud. This popular location allows for easy access 
to the shops, amenities and train station of the town. EPC = E

£275,000

An attractive attached two bedroom period property with two 
reception rooms and a walled cottage garden. Situated in an elevated 
position at the end of a no through road in Brimscombe. Chain Free. 
EPC = E

peterjoy.co.uk

Brimscombe £275,000

A detached two double bedroom bungalow with an 18’ lounger/
diner, good garden, outbuilding, parking and a garage. Situated a 
few miles east of Stroud next to France Lynch playing fields. EPC = E

Chalford Hill

£190,000Stroud

A spacious Victorian end of terrace two bedroom house over three 
storeys close to Stroud town centre with two reception rooms 
and a rear garden, offered to the market Chain Free. EPC = D
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 Lettings 01453 833847 
 lettings@peterjoy.co.uk
 peterjoy.co.uk

●  In-house Property Management   
●  Friendly staff with local knowledge
●  Established relationships with   
 local tradespeople 

Proud to be local.

●  All under one roof
●  Local offi ce with staff on hand   
 when you need them
●  Tailor made service

At a time when many agents are cutting costs, we are proud to say that not 
only have we expanded into a brand new local offi ce but we are remaining 
true to our core values.

What are you looking for 
from your letting agent?

Peter Joy Call Centre Ad Atwork.indd   1 20/03/2018   10:43
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LOOKING for the HUMAN TOUCH?
For a whole of market mortgage experience – call Myne & Ure IFA Ltd.

The independent mortgage advisor that offers over 30 years  
of mortgage and protection expertise.

So, for a personal, hands on mortgage and protection service   

call our team on 01453 769700 or email info@manduifa.co.uk 

Myne & Ure IFA Limited is an appointed representative of Owen & Associates which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Not all of the products and services that 
we offer are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT.

REAL ADVICE not ROBO ADVICE

INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL
ADVISER

MYNE  URE

 
MORTGAGES

LIFE 
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CRITICAL
ILLNESS

INCOME 
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING

John & his partner Lou are local 
Nailsworth people & active 
members of our community; 
John suffered a life changing 
heart-attack while working at 

height - the result of which he is 
now paralysed from the waist 

down.

facebook.com/johnsjourneynailsworth
email: johnsjourneynailsworth@gmail.com
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