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Saving efficiently
for a mortgage 
deposit the easy way!
A mortgage deposit can be one of life’s more expensive 
endeavours, and saving for it efficiently is vital to ensure 
you don’t waste your time – or money

Saving money: we love it and hate it, and it’s one of the most 
efficient things you can do in life. 55% of us in the UK have 
something between £1 and £50,000 in savings, whereas 12% 
of us have more than £50,000 stashed away. What’s notably 
significant, however, is that 19% of us have no savings at all 
and are likely in debt too, a statistic which substantiates only 
too well that it’s much easier giving away your money, than it 
is saving it.

Weddings, holidays, cars, supporting a family – all of these 
aspects of life are not inexpensive. Saving up for a mortgage 
deposit can be one of the big ones too, so here is our guide 
as to how best you can do that.

Budget wisely
Once you’ve decided to start saving towards a mortgage 
deposit, the first thing you’ll likely need to do is sit down, 
either by yourself or with whomever you’re planning on 
moving in with, and begin calculating what – realistically – 
you will be able to save each month. Look at your income, 
and put it against your outgoings. Cutting back on areas you 
were perhaps previously taking for granted, such as your 
weekly food bill, as well as gas and electricity usage, can be 
extremely effective in allowing you to put away even more 

Hello from 
the Editor!

Welcome to the July issue of 
Property News!

Summer is well and truly here which 
means that many of us are looking 
forward to the holiday season and 
entertaining the kids!

Inside this issue we’ve got lots of 
summer related articles to whet 
your appetite for sunnier days 
and warmer nights! As a nation 
surrounded by the sea, Britain has 
more than its fair share of dramatic 
coastlines, so we take a look at 
some of the best beaches waiting to 
be explored around the UK.

If you’re heading to the beach, then 
make sure you’re dressed for the 
occasion and have everything you 
need for a fun-filled day. Inside we 
give you inspiration when it comes 
to swimwear, beach toys – and of 
course, those obligatory buckets 
and spades!

And what better way to cool down 
in the summer weather than with 
an ice cream! We feature some fab 
ice cream recipes for all the family 
– including an adults only recipe. 
Yummy!

Over the last few months there 
has been lots of coverage of the 
football World Cup but in this issue 
we take a look at the Vitality Hockey 
Women’s World Cup, London. It’s 
the first time one of the biggest 
hockey events in the world will be 
hosted in the United Kingdom.

As ever, there is lots more inside to 
keep you busy reading this summer. 
So sit back, relax and enjoy!

Until next time.

Linda McKeown
Editor
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at the end of the month. Allow for other costs during the 
month too, such as date nights with your partner, car repairs, 
unexpected trips that may need to be made, and any other 
miscellaneous things, so that you make that saving plan all 
the more realistic and accurate. Cut down where you can, 
and make it an ongoing thing – later on in life you’ll be glad 
you did. Remember, it’s never too early to start saving!

Make a savings plan
With your buying cost price-range for the property in mind, 
put against what you’ll be able to save over a yearly period: 
you will then be able to judge how long it will take before 
you’re ready to place your deposit.

On the whole, irregular, random, inconsistent payments 
into a savings account can be ineffective, and compared 
to a regular savings plan, can quite frankly be inadequate. 
Besides, after having calculated exactly what you are able to 
save each month, there’s no reason why a regular monthly 
payment is not something you’re capable of doing. You can 
set up a standing order with your bank so that money can 
be transferred into a separate savings account regularly 
and automatically, without you having to do anything each 
month.

The type of interest rate you will benefit from will vary from 
one savings account to the next. Many savings accounts 
often boast attractive headline rates of interest, making 
sure you’re adding to your savings nicely each month. 
Sometimes, however, there may be restrictions, such as the 
limits on the number of withdrawals you can make each 
year. Furthermore, you may receive less interest if you miss 
a month of savings, and you may need to have a current 
account with the bank already.

Help to Buy ISA or a lifetime ISA?
An ISA (Individual Savings Account) is a tax-free way to save 
or invest. If you’re starting to think about saving or investing, 
ISAs could be a good place to begin. Each of these products 
offer a 25% bonus on your savings when you buy a property, 
but there are some contrasting conditions regarding this, 
and differences in general.

You can open a Help to Buy ISA at the age of 16, whereas 
a lifetime ISA has to be at 18. For the Help to Buy ISA, 
an initial deposit of up to £1,000 can be paid into it to open 
the account, and then you can pay up to £200 each month 
afterwards. For a lifetime ISA, there are no monthly deposit 
limits, and you can save up to £4,000 a year in total, meaning 
you can get a much bigger bonus than the one offered by a 
Help to Buy ISA.

The lifetime ISA bonus is available on properties worth up 
to £450,000 anywhere in the UK. For the Help to Buy ISA,
the government will add a £50 bonus for every £200 saved 
in the account, up to savings of £12,000, meaning savers 
could benefit from a maximum bonus of £3,000. This bonus 
is available on properties worth up to £250,000, or £450,000 
in London. For the lifetime ISA, you can’t withdraw your 
savings (and bonus) within the first year.

Cutting back on areas you were 
perhaps previously taking for granted… 
can be extremely effective in allowing 
you to put away even more at the end 

of the month
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School’s out summer for 
Here we give you some ideas and inspiration 
to help keep the kids entertained this 
summer – without spending a fortune!
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Join the Institution of Civil Engineers 
in celebrating our engineers. Invisible 
Superheroes come in many shapes 

and sizes, and in this interactive 
exhibit, you’ll learn how they save the world every single 
day. This free exhibition recognises those unsung heroes 
of the workforce: civil engineers who keep water in the 

taps, the bridges standing upright or even the trains 
running. We need these heroes to make our world go 
round, and this exhibition is about celebrating them in 

true superhero style!

Explore the most amazing engineering projects and 
get stuck in by building your own bridges or diving into 

a virtual reality experience. Families can watch films 
and animations in the new mini-movie theatre and get 
interactive with games and quizzes; you can even meet 
the ICE Invisible Superhero characters in person. All in 

all, this is a hidden gem and well worth a nosy.
• Build your own bridge

• Interactive quizzes and film screenings
• Learn all about the legacy of civil 

  engineers
www.ice.org.uk/events/exhibitions/

ice-invisible-superheroes-exhibition#meet-superheroes

2 for 1 on 20+ attractions!

Look out for promotional packs of 
Cadbury chocolates, including Dairy 
Milk Giant Buttons, Oreo Bites and 
Crunchie Rocks, to get a voucher 
for 2 for 1 entry at more than 20 

Merlin attractions. The vouchers are valid until 31 July 
2019 at a number of attractions including Thorpe 

Park, Legoland, Alton Towers, Chessington, Sea Life 
centres and sanctuaries, the Dungeons and Madame 

Tussauds. However, some dates are excluded at selected 
attractions, including some in August so check before 

you travel.

All you will need to do is present the voucher at your 
chosen attraction when buying one full-price on-the-

gate adult ticket (usually up to £60) and another person 
will gain free entry. Promotional packs are expected 
to be in stores until August 2018, but they’re subject 

to availability. As on-the-gate tickets cost up to £60 at 
Legoland, this deal could save you £59 if you buy one of 
the cheapest promotional packs of chocolate and want 
two tickets. Even compared with buying tickets online in 
advance, where they’re generally cheaper, you’d save a 

significant amount with this deal.

Meerkat Movies 
2 for 1 cinema tickets Kids go ‘free’ to 

West End shows
 in August!

You can get a free child’s 
ticket (age 16 and under) 

to one of 40+ London 
theatre shows, including 
Aladdin, Wicked and Les 
Misérables, throughout 
August when you buy a 

full-priced adult ticket via 
the Kids Week website.

There are 172,000 tickets 
available in total (this 

includes adult and child 
tickets) through Kids Week 
and you can book until the 
offer ends on Fri 31 August. 

However, the deal may 
close early if all available 
seats get booked early. 
In 2017, 104,839 tickets 
sold within the first 24 
hours, so you’ll need to 
be quick if you’re after a 
particular performance!

There are no booking or 
postage fees, and you can 
save £11.50-£80 depending 
on the show and seats you 
choose. You can also get 

50% off for up to two more 
children per adult.

https://officiallondontheatre.com/
kids-week/

Running throughout the year, 
including holidays in UK stores are 

free workshops run by pet products 
retailer, Pets at Home.

Suitable for kids in all of its 400+ stores during school 
holidays, sessions last between 30 minutes and one 
hour. The activities differ from store to store, but all 

children will be able to learn and interact with animals 
such as guinea pigs and hamsters to find out how to 
care for the needs of a pet. Children do not need to 
bring anything as all materials will be provided. They 

may also receive a certificate and/or stickers after 
completing the workshop. Children of all ages are 

welcome, but sessions are designed for kids aged 5-11 
years and they will need to be supervised at all times by 
a parent or guardian. You need to book online for your 

chosen store, date and time.
http://community.petsathome.com/workshops/

Shows for this
 August include:

Bat Out of Hell, The Musical 
- Dominion Theatre, Mon-Fri

Dreamgirls
 -Savoy Theatre, Mon-Fri

Mamma Mia
 -Novello Theatre, Mon-Sat

The Play That Goes Wrong 
-Duchess Theatre,

 Tue-Fri, Sun

Wicked
-Apollo Victoria Theatre

Mon - Sun

Fantasia
- The Vaults Theatre

Tues - Sun

Thriller Live 
- Lyric Theatre

Tues - Sun

Pets at Home 
free workshops

Visit the Eden Project online at 
least one day before you visit the 

Cornwall attraction (if you know the 
date you’ll be visiting) and you can 

get up to 10% off entry prices.

This means that when booking 
in advance, you can get an adult 

ticket for £25 (£27.50 at the gate) 
and a child ticket for £12.60 (£14 at 

the gate). 

What’s more, if you choose to 
donate the cost of your ticket to 

the Eden Trust when booking, you’ll 
get free entry for a year. This means 

you’ll pay £25 for a year’s entry. 
It’s worth noting though that you’ll 
have to have your photo taken at 

the attraction as the pass can only 
be used by one person.

www.edenproject.com

£25 for year’s entry 
to Eden Project

If you use comparison 
website Compare The Market, or 
if you’ve used it in the past year, 
you can get 2 for1 cinema tickets 

every Tuesday  or Wednesday 
for 12 months from the date 

you use the site to get a credit 
card, loan or insurance, or switch 
energy, broadband, TV or phone 

provider. The offer expires 12 
months after the date of your 

purchase or switch, 
not 12 months from when

 you activate it. 

With this deal, you’re entitled to 
one voucher per week and to 

get it you can either download 
the Meerkat Movies app (iPhone 

and Android only) or log in at 
the website. 

You can then simply print 
the code or show it on your 

smartphone at the box office.
If you fancy an IMAX screening, 

want to upgrade to premium 
seats or see a 3D film, you’ll be 

asked to pay the price difference 
between this and a standard 

cinema ticket. This offer is 
valid at most cinemas across 

the UK: the big chains such as 
Cineworld, Odeon and Vue, as 
well as lots of independents. 
If you’re not sure, just check 

with your local cinema 
before turning up.

www.comparethemarket.com

Invisible Superheroes, 
London FREE entry!
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Government statistics show that the largest number of accidental 
reported fires caused by electricity in the home is due to people 
misusing electrical cooking appliances, including microwaves. 
So just what should you do to protect you in your home?

Over 20,000 cases of accidental fires in UK homes each year are caused 
by electricity, with nine out of ten of those being the result of electrical 
products, rather than faults in installations or user error.

The five products that are said to cause the most electrical fires in UK 
homes are electric cooking appliances, such as cookers and microwaves 
(but not deep fat fryers), washing machines/tumble dryers, electrical 
lighting, portable heaters and TVs.

However, Electrical Safety First – a UK charity dedicated to reducing 
deaths and injuries caused by electrical accidents – says that by having 
the electrics in your home checked regularly and by taking some simple 
precautions with your electrical appliances, you can reduce the risk of fire.

Residual Current Device (RCD)
Get an RCD fitted; this is a life-saving device which is designed to prevent 
you from getting a fatal electric shock if you touch something live, such 
as a bare wire. It provides a level of protection that ordinary fuses or 
circuit-breakers can’t. Similar to a smoke detector, an RCD installed in your 
fusebox could actually save your life.

Smoke Alarms
If a fire starts in your home, a smoke alarm will be able to provide you 
with an early warning signal, giving you valuable time to escape. And they 
don’t cost the earth either. Modern alarms are neat and tidy, and cost 
under £10. Many local Fire and Rescue Services will come to your home 
and carry out a Home Fire Risk Check to help keep you and your family 
safe. For more information contact your local Fire and Rescue Service on 
their non-emergency contact number (not 999).

Protect your home 
from the threat
of fire

Using electrical appliances
Always remember to take care 
when using electrical appliances. 
Never allow leads from other 
appliances such as kettles or 
toasters to trail across the cooker. 
And never use the area on top of 
the microwave for extra storage.

And it may seem a simple point – 
but always remember to turn the 
cooker off when you have finished 
using it. It’s all too easy to be 
distracted by life’s busy tasks so 
it’s always worth a check once
you have finished using it.

Combustible materials
Don’t store combustible materials 
such as clothes, papers, cleaning 
materials etc close to your service 
head (cutout fuse), electricity 
meter or fusebox, particularly if 
these are under the stairs – which 
is your means of escape from 
upper levels in an emergency.

There have been a number of 
serious fires in homes where a 
fault in such electrical equipment 
has caused adjacent stored 
materials to catch fire – whereas 
the effects of the fire would have 
been contained if they were in 
fact, not there.

Employ the services of a 
qualified electrician
Homeowners should have their 
electrical installation checked by 
a registered electrician at least 
every ten years and when you 
move home. The easiest way 
to find out when the last check 
(known as a periodic inspection 
or condition report) was carried 
out and when the next one is due 
is by locating the label fixed on 
or near your fusebox.

For tenants, simply ask your 
landlord for a copy of the 
certificate or report confirming 
that the electrical installation 
meets the UK national standard 
BS 7671 and is safe to use.

Check sockets
Check your sockets regularly.
If you see burn marks on the 
sockets or they feel hot, get a 
registered electrician to check if 
they need repairing or replacing.  
Plugging in too many appliances 
into one socket, especially 
appliances with a high electrical 
current rating such as kettles, irons 
and heaters, is a big no-no.



Caused by 
cigarettes cigars 
and pipe 
tobacco materials  
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Turn off any electrical appliances not in use
Aside from doing this to keep down the risk of fire, it will 
also help with keeping your electricity bills down.

If you’re not using them – especially at night when a fire 
can quickly spread unnoticed and cause more danger and 
damage – turn it off!

Lighting
Always ensure that you never use a bulb with a higher 
wattage than that recommended on the light fitting or 
lamp shade you are using.

Handheld appliances
Be careful when using hand-held electrical appliances such 
as hair dryers and hair straighteners, and make sure that 
you switch them off and unplug them when you have 
finished. These can get very hot in normal use and, if you 
leave them on, can easily cause any combustible material 
that they are in contact with to catch fire.

What to do if there is a fire
The Department of Communities and Local Government recommends that:

•  You keep calm and act quickly, get everyone out as soon as possible
•   Don’t waste time investigating what’s happened or rescuing valuables
•   If there’s smoke, keep low where the air is clearer
•   Before you open a door, check if it’s warm. 
    If it is, don’t open it – fire is on the other side
•   Call 999 as soon as you’re clear of the building

“Homeowners should have their electrical 
installation checked by a registered 

electrician at least every ten years and 
when you move home”

Talk to us now about the fantastic - and innovative 
- ways in which we can market your property!

49%
27%

6%

Caused by 
cooking appliances

Of Fires had no fire 
alarms present 
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                    What to expect from international hockey
•International hockey is an 11-a-side game played over four 15-minute 
quarters. The use of rolling substitutes and the self-pass rule means the 
pace of the game is phenomenally quick and dynamic, as well as highly 
skilful. It is not uncommon for teams to make at least 60 substitutions in 
a game!

•The Hockey Women’s World Cup 2018 starts on July 21st and will be 
shown on BT Sport.

A total of 16 world-class teams, 
including England, will be welcomed 
to the Lee Valley Hockey and 
Tennis Centre on Stratford’s Queen 
Elizabeth Park. The tournament 
begins on 21st July with the first 
match seeing Germany take on 
Russia, followed by hosts England 
facing India. 

Alongside the hosts, Ireland are the 
other side representing the home 
nations and will be making their 
first Hockey World Cup appearance 
since 2002, having been assured of 
their place on the back of a strong 
Hockey World League Campaign.

Since the first tournament hosted by 
France back in 1974, only four teams 
have won the event. The Netherlands 
are the most successful team, having 
won the title seven times. Argentina, 

Germany and Australia are the joint 
second best teams, having each 
won the title twice. Current holders 
Netherlands will be looking to add 
to their record seventh title, having 
claimed victory in Hague in 2014. 
On that occasion, The Oranje, 
as the Dutch team is known, 
celebrated a win in a stadium full
of 15,000 people, the majority of 
whom were cloaked in orange. 

England’s women go into this year’s 
World Cup as one of the favourites 
with many of their players still on a 
high after winning Olympic gold for 
Great Britain at Rio in 2016. Despite 
not having won the World Cup before, 
England have been making steady 
progress in recent years. In addition 
to their Olympic success, they won a 
bronze medal at the 2010 World Cup 
and were the European Champions
in 2015.

With world-class players including 
FIH Hockey Stars Goalkeeper of the 
Year 2016 Maddie Hinch, Captain 
Alex Danson and fellow Olympic gold 
medallists Laura Unsworth, Susannah 
Townsend and Giselle Ansley within 
their ranks, they have talent 
in abundance.

Home support will be crucial for the 
England side if they are to win their 
first ever World Cup title, and being on 
home turf should help this. Organisers 
have said that more than 80,000 
tickets have been sold and all three 
of England’s World Cup group games 
are sold out, as well as their potential 
quarter-final and semi-final games and 
the final.  

The support for the Women’s Hockey 
World Cup proves a rising demand 
in not only the sport of hockey, but  
also women’s sport. A new study 
says the event will help push UK                                     
women’s sport attendances past 
the half-a-million barrier in 2018.

Women’s  Hockey 
World Cup Strikes
It’s game on this July as London hosts the Vitality Hockey Women’s 
World Cup, the first time one of the biggest hockey events in the 
world will be hosted in the United Kingdom
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RECIPE CORNER

Sugar-free strawberry and 
banana ice cream

SERVES 8 | LESS THAN 10 MINS

300ml double cream
300ml whole milk
6 large egg yolks
1 vanilla pod, cut in half lengthways, 
seeds scraped out (or 2 teaspoons 
of vanilla bean paste)
500g ripe strawberries, hulled
and halved
1 very ripe banana

1. Pour the cream and milk into 
a large saucepan and stir in the 
vanilla pod and seeds. Bring to the 
boil, then immediately turn off 
the heat.

2. Whisk the egg yolks in a large 
bowl until pale then whisk in the 
cream and milk. When combined, 
return the liquid to the saucepan 
and set over a very low heat.

3. Cook for about 5 minutes, stirring 
constantly, until the custard is just 
thick enough to coat the back of 
the spoon. If the mixture overheats, 
the eggs will begin to scramble.

4. Remove from the heat, remove 
the vanilla pod and pour the 
custard into a clean bowl. Cover the 
surface with cling film to stop a skin 
forming. Leave to cool.

5. Put the strawberries and banana 
in a food processor and blend to 
a puree. Put the cooled custard 
and the puree into a pre-chilled 
ice cream maker. Churn until very 
thick (approx 30 minutes) then 
transfer to a freezer proof container 
and freeze. Leave to stand at room 
temperature for 5-10 minutes before 
serving. 
Equipment required: Ice cream maker, 
food processor.

Traffic light ice lollies
SERVES 2-4* | LESS THAN 10 MINS

½ small watermelon
90g caster sugar
5 ripe kiwis, peeled
3 ripe peaches, peeled
3 tablespoons water

1.  For the red layer, remove 
the melon seeds. Puree the 
flesh with 30g of the sugar
in a blender. Pour into the ice 
lolly moulds so they are all 1/3 
full. Freeze for 1 ½ hours.

2. For the yellow layer, blend 
the peaches with 30g of the 
sugar. Pour onto the frozen 
red puree so the moulds are 
now 2/3 full. Freeze again 
until solid.

 3. For the green layer, blend 
the kiwi fruit with the water 
and 30g of sugar. Sieve the  
puree to remove the seeds. 
Fill the lolly moulds. Add 
the sticks and freeze.   

Equipment required: 
Blender, ice lolly moulds.
* Depending on size of moulds

Ice cream, ice cream, we all 
scream for ice cream!
Liven up your summer with these refreshing recipes. 
Something for the kids to get involved in!

Recipes can be found at:
www.bbc.com/food/recipes/strawberry_and_banana_24556
www.goodtoknow.co.uk/recipes/traffic-light-ice-lollies
www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/fruit-recipes/flaming-rum-n-raisin/
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Flaming Rum ‘n Raisin
SERVES 4 | 10 MINS

Vanilla ice cream
60g golden sultanas
60g raisins
6 ginger nut biscuits
100ml dark spiced rum

1. Put the sultanas, raisins 
and a splash of water into 
a pan on a medium heat, so they 
plump up for a few minutes as 
    the water evaporates. 

          2. Meanwhile, smash up 
             the biscuits and divide 
             between four bowls,  
              adding a scoop of ice  
               cream to each.
 
              3. When the water’s gone,  
             pour the rum over the 
             sultanas and raisins and  
           spoon the mixture over
   your ice cream balls. If you want 
 to impress – set fire to the 
sultanas and raisins in the pan with 
a match and serve up after the 
flames have subsided!

Great for the kids!

Something for the adults!



Whatever beach you’re visiting 
this summer – whether it’s at home 

or abroad – make sure you’re 
ready in style!
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        don't forget  
        your buckets
        and spades!
No beach adventure would 
be complete without the 
obligatory bucket and 
spade! They’re great for big 
kids as well as little kids. 
And no need to pre-buy 
– share the fun by picking 
your size and colour beach-
side when you get there!

       Guard Fit 
       Swim Trunks
Comfortable swim shorts 
designed with cutting-edge, 
colour-change technology: 
a magic print appears when 
wet! Featuring fast-dry 
fabric, UV protection of UPF 
50, drawstring waist and 
side pockets.

£19.50 | Half Price!
www.hollisterco.com

       Animal Logen  
       Straw Hat 
       Natural
Featuring subtle Animal 
branding, an understated 
textured trim and eye-
catching weave detailing. 
Perfect for hot summer’s 
days or sun-soaked 
getaway!

£18.39
www.shore.co.uk

       Stone Straw 
       Floppy Hat

Wear this straw floppy
hat to complete your 
perfect summer fit. To 
complete the look, try 
pairing with a yellow 
wrap dress, block sandals 
and a pair of shades.

£12.99
www.newlook.com/uk/

        Unicorn  
        beach Towel
Perfect for any unicorn 
loving child! This magical 
beach towel is the perfect 
accessory for warm family 
escapes. Finished in pink 
with an all over unicorn 
print. 140cm x 70cm.

£6
www.matalan.co.uk

        Ikat Days 
       Beach Kaftan
Crafted from 100% cotton 
this is the perfect cover-up 
for your summer holidays. 
Featuring ties in the middle 
to bring definition to your 
waist and colour pop 
yellow tassels to bring a 
little something extra! 

£35
www.whitestuff.com

       Jojo Maman 
       Bebe Pretty 
       Flap Sun Hat
Help protect little heads 
from harmful UV rays with 
this flap sun hat. Designed 
with a long flap at the 
back to avoid sunburn on 
your child’s neck, and with 
UPF 50+ protection, it’s a 
holiday essential.

£12
www.jojomamanbebe.co.uk

       Round beach 
       towel
We love this quirky round 
beach towel in woven 
fabric with an all-over 
print on the front and 
cotton terry back. 
100% cotton.

£17.99
www2.hm.com

       Hooded
       towel
This towel is made with 
soft cotton terry and is 
in the shape of a poncho. 
With hood featuring 
embroidered details, 
and ties at the sides.

£17.99
www2.hm.com

          TILLYANNA '
       Take Me to 
       The Beach' 
       Beach Bag
This has to be the perfect 
bag for long summer 
holidays. Can be 
personalised with any 
message inside of the bag. 
10oz cotton canvas with 
rope handles.

£18
www.notonthehighstreet.com

Be safe in the sun: The NHS 
suggests these sun safety tips
Spend time in the shade when the sun is strongest. 
In the UK, this is between 11am and 3pm from March 
to October. And make sure you:
• Never burn 
• Cover up with suitable clothing and sunglasses 
• Take extra care with children 
• Use at least factor 15 sunscreen Page 11



Oh, we do like to be
beside the seaside!

Whether you are looking for family 
friendly, romantic and secluded or 
dramatic, there are bound to be many 
beaches that appeal. If you want the 
traditional family beach with miles 
of golden sand, you can’t go far 
wrong with tried and trusted beaches 
such as Brighton, Weymouth, 
Bournemouth and Studland Bay. All 
boast a family friendly feel with easy 
access to all the traditional seaside 
attractions!

For those looking for something a 
little more isolated and off the beaten 
track – and if you have the energy 
to walk along cliff paths or down 
steep cliff steps – there are gems to 
be discovered all around the country.  
For example, Man O’War beach in 
Dorset; once you have walked down 
the 150 steps to reach the beach, 
you will be rewarded by a stunning 
bay famed not only for its array of 
limestone carved arches but also it’s 
amazing sea views, sandy beach
and clean shallow water.

Other hidden gems include several 
beaches along the Gower Peninsula 
in Wales, most famous of which is 
probably the spectacular Rhossili 
Bay but there is also the lesser 
known, but by no means less 
impressive, Oxwich which has a 
mixture of sand dunes, salt marshes 
and woodlands all forming a 
backdrop to two miles of sandy 
beach with safe shallow waters. 

Further afield yet just as isolated and 
difficult to reach is Steephill Cove 
on the Isle of Wight. There’s no road 
access to this stunning shingle and 
sand beach, just a steep winding cliff 
path – perfect for those wanting to 
relax, get away from it all and watch 
the fishing boats bobbing in the 
water with no noise of traffic. Much 
as a hidden beach may be perfect for 
some, it must be remembered though 
that at the end of a relaxing day there 
will always be the climb back up!

If calm and peaceful is not for you it 
may be worth considering something 
a little more dramatic. With its vast 

panoramic views in all directions, 
miles of sandy beach and sand 
dunes, a visit to Formby beach may 
be in order. Here you can sit and 
stare at the horizon and watch the 
spectacular sunsets in an area which 
has been designated as a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

Another dramatic beach is 
Bamburgh in Northumberland where 
rolling seas crash onto the beach. 
Look out in one direction and you 
will have views of Lindisfarne (Holy 
Island), which can be reached at low 
tide by a causeway, and the Farne 
Islands. In the other there is the 
spectacular and imposing Bamburgh 
Castle, built by the Normans.
Although due to its location this is 
not a beach ideal for sunbathing it 
is, however, perfect for walking and 
admiring the amazing views.

For those who prefer their beaches 
a little less traditional, and tend 
towards the quaint or quirky, Britain’s 
beaches will again not disappoint. 

The thought of white sandy beaches and crystal-clear waters normally has 
us looking abroad. However, as a nation surrounded by the sea, Britain has 
more than its fair share of dramatic coastlines and a wealth of beaches 
waiting to be explored 
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Take a trip to Crosby beach (near 
Liverpool) where figures of the 
sculptor Anthony Gormley have 
been strategically placed so they 
appear to move in and out of the 
water as the tides change. Many of 
the beaches on the Yorkshire and 
Cornish coasts are famed not only 
for their sand and the cleanliness of 
their water but also for the quaint 
villages surrounding the bays and 
beaches. These include Runswick 
Bay in North Yorkshire which boasts 
a sweeping sheltered bay surrounded 
by charming red roofed cottages and 
is famed for its breath-taking 
sea views and clifftop walks. 

If you wish to follow in the footsteps 
of the famous while buildings and 
castles or eating fish and chips out 
of newspaper, where better than 
Saunton Sands in Devon. 

Britain has more than
 its fair share of dramatic
 coastlines and a wealth 

of beaches waiting 
to be explored

With its dunes and acres of sandy 
beach it was the chosen location 
for Robbie William’s iconic video, 
‘Angels’ and many scenes from the 
1946 film ‘A matter of life and death’. 
It is also very popular with those who 
need a bit more of an adrenaline rush 
as it is an excellent surfing beach.

For the adrenaline seekers there are 
indeed many beaches around the 
country which will cater for this need, 
including many on the Cornish coast 
including Marloes Sands in Newquay 
and Lunan Bay Angus, Scotland 
where they have the required wild 
waves but will also appeal to the 
more sedate with sea, sand, cliffs and 
castles. If you are lucky enough to 
be surfing at Marloes Sands you may 
be joined by the seals who regularly 
appear in the clear waters!

As a nation we all enjoy a trip to 
the beach whatever the weather, 
so no matter whether you enjoy 
sunbathing, exploring rock pools 
and caves, swimming, surfing or 
just strolling along admiring the 
breath-taking and panoramic views 
of Britain’s amazing coastline, there 
really is no need to leave the UK to 
get your beach fix.

Page 13
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The National Health Service, an institution used by 
generations, turns 70 years old on 5th July 2018
It is 70 years since the NHS was born – formed by 
Aneurin Bevan the then Labour Health Minister. It was 
originally created to give everyone in the country the 
opportunity to receive free health care regardless of their 
financial position and to this day, the UK is considered to 
have one of the best and most comprehensive health care 
systems in the world.

Since its introduction in 1948, the NHS has become 
somewhat of a national institution providing a vast 
array of services and is currently used by 64.6 million 
UK residents. These services include; A&E departments, 
maternity units, your local GP and dental surgeries, as 
well as mental, sexual and pathology services. 

Throughout its long history the NHS has grown, 
developing further than its original purpose and has 
dramatically changed health care within the UK, all but 
eradicating diseases such as polio and diphtheria. So, is 
it any wonder that the NHS is admired, respected and 
ultimately envied across the world? 

You would be forgiven for thinking that many other 
countries around the world have similar, or even better, 
health care systems. However this, in most instances, is 
not the case. In major power house countries such as the 
USA there is very little access to free medical care which 
means vast numbers of its residents are unable to access 
appropriate health care due to the high cost of medical 
insurance. According to a report in The Guardian (2018) 
this number could be as high as 27 million people.

Due to the high cost of medical care many people in 
the USA will not seek treatment for themselves or their 
children – even for life threatening problems – due to 
the fear of huge medical bills which has resulted in high 
mortality rates. The NHS however, despite the criticism 
it regularly receives in the press due to waiting times, 
lack of funding and staff shortages and with its on-going 
crisis, still continues to treat everyone free of charge: and 
for this they should be applauded and valued. There are 
few of us who cannot commend enough the work done 
by the doctors, nurses and ambulance staff who have 
always been there at times of need.

The NHS has most definitely earned the right to a 
countrywide celebration. To commemorate seven 
decades of hard working staff, medical breakthroughs 
and its continuous support both nationally and locally, 
there are numerous events taking place up and down 
the country this July. From open days, exhibitions, staff 
awards and tea parties! For more information on local 
events near you, just visit the NHS website at www.nhs.uk

To raise awareness of this amazing anniversary, the BBC 
and ITV have planned a series of programmes designed 
to celebrate the event including live broadcasts from 
A&E departments showcasing the work done by the 
staff and the variety of individuals and cases that they 
deal with daily.

It was originally created to give 
everyone in the country the 

opportunity to receive free health 
care regardless of their financial 

position

Celebrating 70 years of the NHS



New guidance for landlords to 
further protect tenants from poor 
living conditions has been published 
by the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government 
on 20th June 2018.

Following legislation introduced 
last month, from 1st October 2018 
any landlord who lets a property to 
five or more people – from two or 
more separate households – must 
be licensed by their local housing 
authority.

The move, affecting around 160,000 
houses in multiple occupation 
(HMOs), will mean councils can 
take further action to crack down 
on the small minority of landlords 
renting out sub-standard and 
overcrowded homes.

New rules will also come into force 
setting minimum size requirements 
for bedrooms in HMOs to prevent 
overcrowding. Landlords will also be 
required to adhere to council refuse 
schemes, to help reduce problems 
with rubbish.

Government publishes 
key licensing changes to 
further protect tenants 

Everyone 
deserves a 
decent and safe 
place to live,” 
says Housing Minister MP 
Heather Wheeler. “Today’s 
new guidance for landlords will 
further protect private renters 
against bad and overcrowded 
conditions and poor 
management practice.

The guidance document includes 
further details on extending 
mandatory licensing to smaller 
HMOs and introducing minimum 
bedroom sizes as the government 
continues to rebalance the 
relationship between tenants and 
landlords.

“Everyone deserves a decent and 
safe place to live,” says Housing 
Minister MP Heather Wheeler. 
“Today’s new guidance for landlords 
will further protect private renters 
against bad and overcrowded 
conditions and poor management 
practice.”

Selective licensing
The government has also 
announced a review to look at how 
selective licensing is used and find 
out how well it is actually working.
Selective licensing allows local 
housing authorities to make it 
compulsory for all private rented 
accommodation in a specified area 
to have a licence. The schemes 
are intended to deliver improved 

standards and safety in the private 
rented sector for areas suffering 
serious problems.

In areas where selective licensing 
applies, landlords must apply for 
a licence if they want to rent out a 
property. This means the council 
can check whether they are a ‘fit or 
proper person’ to be a landlord, as 
well as making other stipulations 
concerning management of the 
property and appropriate safety 
measures.

The review will see independent 
commissioners gather evidence 
from local authorities and bodies 
representing landlords, tenants and 
housing professionals.

The review’s findings will be 
reported in spring 2019. In addition, 
there will also be an update on the 
progress in autumn this year.

To find out more, you can call
030 3444 0000 or use 
a contact form at http://forms.
communities.gov.uk/

In areas where selective 
licensing applies, landlords 

must apply for a licence 
if they want to rent out a 

property

Let your property with us and 
we’ll takecare of everything for 
you - wherever you are!
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Nailsworth Offers over £650,000

Nailsworth £585,000

A deceptively spacious 19th century four bedroom townhouse in the very heart of Nailsworth boasting much of its original charm and 
many character features. The accommodation includes a dual aspect sitting room with inglenook fireplace, a fabulous 17’ kitchen/
breakfast room and family room. Outside the property has pretty front and rear gardens, well stocked with cottage garden planting; the 
front is laid to lawn and the rear to an attractive patio. The property also benefits from off road parking. 

A thoughtfully designed, well balanced home positioned on a private driveway and brilliantly located for those wishing to walk into 
town. The property offers a kitchen, airy dining room with French doors to the garden, a spacious sitting room with bay window and four 
bedrooms. The delightful gardens are a particular feature of this property boasting a south easterly aspect with an open view across 
Nailsworth. EPC = C

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747



peterjoy.co.uk

£550,000

A three bedroom detached family house located in a quiet cul-de-
sac within walking distance of the popular town of Nailsworth. The 
property has been extended by the current owners and offers good 
proportioned rooms throughout with an abundance of natural 
light. Lead photo is of the rear view. EPC = C

Nailsworth £470,000Nailsworth

A spacious four bedroom detached family home constructed of 
reconstituted Cotswold Stone built in the early 1990’s as a one off 
build. The property offers versatile and well laid out accommodation 
and is set in a level plot located in this popular part of Nailsworth and 
benefits from a detached garage and parking. EPC = D

£285,000

A charming two bedroom Cotswold stone cottage located within the 
popular town of Nailsworth. The cottage has been sympathetically 
renovated by the current owners and now offers characterful 
accommodation throughout along with a contemporary kitchen and 
bathroom. EPC = E

Nailsworth £260,000Nailsworth

A well presented three storey town house with over 1100 sq ft of light, 
spacious accommodation in a popular cul de sac above Nailsworth 
with three bedrooms, an integral garage, parking at the rear and a 
well kept garden EPC = C

SO
LD

ST
C



St Mary’s, Chalford Offers Over £650,000

Bisley Offers Over £600,000

A Grade II listed attached four bedroom Georgian house dating from the early 18th century. The splendid facade, with its large bow windows 
and wrought iron veranda, is matched by the quality of the interior which has been improved by the current vendors, with its fine architectural 
features, including the fireplaces, wainscot panelling and some exceptional cornice work. The house is in an elevated position with an easily 
maintained and recently landscaped garden to the front. EPC = N/A

Bear House was formally the village pub and is an attractive Grade II Listed character property situated in the sought after Bisley. This 
popular village enjoys a thriving community, with local amenities and a well regarded primary school close by and countryside walks just 
up the road. Now in need of some updating the flexible accommodation is arranged over three floors. Externally a good garden, garage 
and parking are found. Chain Free. EPC = N/A

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Stroud 01453 766333



OIEO £260,000Stroud

A beautifully presented modern three bedroom townhouse with 
excellent access to Stroud Town Centre offering allocated parking, 
a garage and spacious accommodation arranged over three floors. 
EPC = C

£495,000

A substantial detached four bedroom period property with four 
reception rooms, good garden, parking and carport with the most 
delightful aspect and views across the Golden Valley in Stroud. 
EPC = D

peterjoy.co.uk

Brimscombe £450,000

A beautifully presented detached three bedroom Cotswold stone 
cottage situated in a lovely south facing position about a mile 
east of Stroud with separate studio/office, parking and level pretty 
gardens. EPC = F

Thrupp

£195,000Ebley

A well presented first floor, two bedroom apartment overlooking 
the square in a popular canal side development with two 
balconies, parking and super views situated a couple of miles west 
of Stroud. EPC = C

SO
LD

ST
C



nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk      lettings@peterjoy.co.uk      stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

Nailsworth 01453 833747
Stroud 01453 766333

 Lettings 01453 833847 
 lettings@peterjoy.co.uk
 peterjoy.co.uk

●  In-house Property Management   
●  Friendly staff with local knowledge
●  Established relationships with   
 local tradespeople 

Proud to be local.

●  All under one roof
●  Local offi ce with staff on hand   
 when you need them
●  Tailor made service

At a time when many agents are cutting costs, we are proud to say that not 
only have we expanded into a brand new local offi ce but we are remaining 
true to our core values.

What are you looking for 
from your letting agent?

Peter Joy Call Centre Ad Atwork.indd   1 20/03/2018   10:43
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LOOKING for the HUMAN TOUCH?
For a whole of market mortgage experience – call Myne & Ure IFA Ltd.

The independent mortgage advisor that offers over 30 years  
of mortgage and protection expertise.

So, for a personal, hands on mortgage and protection service   

call our team on 01453 769700 or email info@manduifa.co.uk 

Myne & Ure IFA Limited is an appointed representative of Owen & Associates which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Not all of the products and services that 
we offer are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT.

REAL ADVICE not ROBO ADVICE

INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL
ADVISER

MYNE  URE

 
MORTGAGES

LIFE 
ASSURANCE

CRITICAL
ILLNESS

INCOME 
PROTECTION
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looking forward to a 

PROUDLY SUPPORTING

John & his partner Lou are local 
Nailsworth people & active 
members of our community; 
John suffered a life changing 
heart-attack while working at 

height - the result of which he is 
now paralysed from the waist 

down.

facebook.com/johnsjourneynailsworth
email: johnsjourneynailsworth@gmail.com
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